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1. MONG the innumerable novelties which 

have appeared in the world within half a 
century, I do not remember to have ſeen the Ex- 
perience of a Child written by herſelf, Herein 
much variety is not to be expected, nor any art or 
ornament at all ; as ſhe ſet down from time to time, 
merely for her own uſe, juſt what occurred between 


God and her own foul, But on this very account, 


perſons. of underſtanding will ſet the greater value 


upon it; becauſe it contains only genuine chriſtian 


experience, painted in its native colours, N 


* 


- 


2, The Reflections occaſionally interſperſed are 


always juſt, frequently ſtrong and affecting; parti- b 


cularly thoſe on death, or the ſhortneſs of life, 


eſnecially from the mouth of a child, And the 


language wherein they are expreſſed, although - 


A 2 plain 


( iv ) 


plain and altogether unſtudied, is yet pure and 


terſe in the higheſt degree, yea frequently elegant; 
ſuch as the moſt polite either of our Lawyers or - 
Divines would not eaſily alter for the better, Such 
language I hardly know where to find, unleſs in 
the almoſt inimitable Letters of Jane Cooper 2 be- 
tween whom and Miſs Gilbert there was a remark 
able reſemblance, both in ſentiment and expreſſion, 
And had it pleaſed the All-wiſe Diſpoſer of all 
things, to give her a few more years on earth, and 
an increaſe of grace in proportion to her years, ſhe 
would have been another Jane Cooper. 


JOHN WESLEY. 


Liveryeoor, 
April 7th, 1768, 
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HE enſuing Account, it is hoped, may ani- 

mate thoſe who are in the morning of life, to 
a due improvement of their time, in rememberin 
their Creator in the days of their youth; fo that 
they may offer him the firſt fruits of thoſe precious 
momen's, in which they are probationers for an 


awful eternity; and which when paſt, whether 
they have been employed in the important talk, or 


not, are irrecoverably gone. 


If it has this happy effect, the deſired end will 
be fully anſwered, which is, that God's grace and 


laving power may be manifeſted, in additional in- 
ſtances, both of — and dying witnelles, 


Miſs Mary Gilbert was the eldeſt daughter ot 
Nathaniel Gilbert, Eſq; of the iſland of Antigua, by 
his wife Elizabeth, both perſons of good families 
ard eminent piety; whole chief ſtudy: it Was, do 
train uP their children in the wats oF . 


A 2 . % 
w * 
= x". 9 wY 
+ 4 
* 5 * * , — 
= * ww * 


A 


1 


n . D deu > 
1 a le” "3 8 a 5 
? 7 r \ x 7 A 
1 * -D > 1 7 on = 
f F 7® 
* * 


N 
N ©; « 
© 4 9. - 3 * ug 

- 4 4 
* * * 


vi Ax AocoUuNT or 


and his ways, according to the eſtabliſhed religion 


of the Church of England. 4 

She was born in the fame iſland on the 28th of 
February, 1751, under the happy circumſtance of 
having parents, who as they were wanting in no 
act of care and tenderneſs to their offspring, ſo took 
care in particular to make them like young Timoth 
acquainted from their infancy with the holy Scrip- 
tures, In the earlieſt dawn of reaſon {he diſcover- 
ed an extraordinary capacity and uncommon under- 
ſtanding ; a great willingneſs to learn, and a defire 


of being inſtructed, which often occaſioned her to 


aſk the molt pertinent queſtions. Such a genius 
was obſerved by her patents with much gratitude 
to Him, who is the author and diſpenſer of every 
good and perfect gift, Her natural diſpoſition was 


a mixture of good and evil, She was a ſtrict ob- 


ſerver of truth, which appeared to ariſe from a 
nobleneſs of mind, which made her incapable of 
thoſe meanneſſes from whence the vice of falſehood 
ſprings, But as every flower in nature's garden, 
however blooming, needs improving, ſo did this 
principle in her: for as it was productive of ſome 
virtues, ſo it no leſs occaſioned the greateſt blemiſhes 


in her temper ; ſuch as high-ſpiritedneſs, pride, and 


ſelf- will; which notwithſtanding the ſhining ex- 
ample of her parents, and their care to reſtrain, 
would, while ſhe was very young, often gain an 
aſcendency. 

In the year 1757, her father and mother made a 
voyage to England, {bringing this daughter and 
their other children with tem) entirely upon à 
religious account, and in order to enjoy the com- 

any of ſome who were eſteemed perſons of remark- 
able piety, and extenſive uſefulneſs, and with them 
to partake of thoſe ſacred. privileges, with which 
their native iſlend wes not yet favoured. During 
their reſidence in England, ſhe ſhewed the greateſt 
delight in reading religious books, and in receiving 
the inſtruction of ſerious chriſtians, who were fre- 
quently 


Miss Mary GIL BERT. 


quently entertained at her father's houſe, So that 
what was recorded of the royal Pialmiſt, might be 
aſſerted of het; All her delight was in the ſaints upon 
earth. Her father's affairs calling him back to An- 
tigua, he with bis family, left England in the be- 
ginging of the year 1759, taking with them a per- 
{on whole ſentiments and abilities they approved 


of, to whole care they committed the edudhion of 


their children, for whom their daughter Mgry ſoon 
contracted a very tender affection ; far from ſhun. 
ning the company of one that was to correct her 
faults, and whole preſence mult reſtain the litile 


levities of childhood. She for theſe very reaſons, | 


delighted in being conſtantly confined with her, 
even in thoſe hours which ſhe might have ſpent at 
play with her ſiſters. Theſe ſeaſons ſhe employed 
in improving her mind; and having the liberty of 
1etiring into a cloſet within her governels's cham. 
ber, ſhe would continue in it for a long time every 
day, reading, praying, and meditating, and ber re- 
marks upon what ſhe read weie often juſt, and 
inſtructive. | 

As ſoon as ſhe had learned to write, ſhe ſeldom 
failed noting down whatever appeared uſeful in 
any author ſhe read; and having a very retentive 
memory, ſhe ſtored it with {cripture truths, To that 
many of her relatives and others, were greetly ſur- 
priled at her readineſs in repeating. and Ganding 


out almoſt any text in thoſe ſacred pages, She 


likewiſe wrote ſeveral bouks of well-colletted texts, 
in proof cf ſome of the fundamental doQrines af 
the Church of England, ſuch as, The fallen ſtate 
of Man, the NeceTty of Repentance, and the 


New Birth, ard of Holineſs. Before ſhe Was 


twelve years of age, ſhe correlponded with ſome 
perſons in England, ard her letters were much ad. 
mired : though as ſhe grew older, her ſtyle preatly 


improved; io that ſhe had acquired both an kaff, 
and elegant manner of addreſſing different perſons, 


and upon- various occaſions, though religion was 


ber conſtant and favourite theme; herein, as in ©: 
WE | ohe 
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other inſtances, endeavouring to redeem as much 
1 poſſible the golden moments of her contracted 
an. A 

Thus ſhe gently and profitably paſſed five years 
of her pilgrimage, without variation, and exempt 
From vicillitudes under her parent's roof; till in 
the year 1764, they thought it moſt for her advan- 
tage to ſend her to England, to finiſh her educa- 
tion, Here ſhe arrived the 28th of May that gear; 
from that time, boarding wich an aunt, and being 
under the care of the {ame tutoreſs, who had before 
gone with her to Antigua, This ſeparation from 
the beſt of parents, could not but prove an afflic- 
tive circumſtance to one of her great ſenfibility, 
and who was a moſt dutiſul and affeRionate child; 
but this was alleviated by the pleaſing hopes they 
gave her, that they themſelves would ſoon come 
and reſide in England; a thought which ag it 
enabled her cheerfully to bear their abſence, ſo it 
animated her to a more than ordinary improvement 
of time, in order to render them the utmoſt ſatis- 
faQtion, when ſhe ſhould have the happineſs of 


being reſtored to them; a period, which ſhe often 


mentioned with the greateſt delight; but which the 
_ infinitely wiſe Diſpoſer of Events faw right never 
to indulge her with, It was with great pleaſure 
that we obſerved, as her years increaſed, her good 
"underſtanding, and the power of religion entirely 
revailed over thoſe tempers, which have before 
5 mentioned, ſo that ſhe became every day 
more amiable, and was more endeared to all that 
knew her. On the firſt of January, 1765, ſhe be. 
gan to keep a Diary, chiefly confilting of the Lord's 
dealings with her ſoul, This will give a juſter 
Conception of her underſtanding in the way of 
godlineſs, of her improvement of time, and the 
propriety of her {entiments on many occaſions, than 
any thing that could be ſaid upon the ſubje&. She 
was one of thoſe happy few, who are not afraid of 
being ſingularly pious, and was deeply ure 
| | that 
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that the ſervice of God is no impediment to, but 
the greateſt augmentation of true, happineſs, in 
every period and circumſtance of life. She had 
learned to diſdain the follies of the world, always 
chuſing plainneſs and neatneſs in dreſs, rather than 
gaiety and extravagance: and preferring an hour's 
ſolitude, ſpent in communing with her own heart, 
or in ſearching the word of God, before all thoſe 
trilling amuſements, which ſo much engroſs the at- 
tention, and waſte the time of the generality of 
perſons of all ages. | 

Thus, though young in years, ſhe contemplated 
her latter end, and applied her heart unto true 
wiſdom, and is now reaping the vaſt advantage in 
a bleſt eternity, She was ſo exerciſed in the need- 
ful duty of ſelf-infpeRion, as to diſcern the imper- 
fection of her beſt performances, and utterly to dif- = 
claim every other * of obtaining the divine fa- _ 
vour, than that built on the ſure foundation, jeſus 4 
Chriſt, and him crucified, An intereſt in his aton- 2 
ing blood, was what ſhe ſincerely ſought after; _ 
being truly ſenſible of the neceſſity of being born 
again, before we can enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. She thought the time long ere ſhe was 
admitted into the glorious liberty of the children 2 
of God; and would greatly deplore her own inſta- =_— 
bility, leviry, and want cf earneſtneſs, to which _ _ 1 
the attributed her Lord's delay; but theſe things - 
though felt by her tender and enlightened con- = 
ſcience, did not appear to others; and the Lord, © 
was not ſlack concerning his promiſe, as her ſol- _ a_ 
lowing experience proved, when he came ſuddenly. - | | 
to the temple of her heart, never to leave her 
more, Some weeks before her laſt fickreſs ſhe 4 
told a friend, that ſhe had been greatly led out in Wi 
the meditation of death; that ſhe formerly confi= : 
cered it as very dreadful, but had of late ſeen it in 
different view: fo that if it would pleaſe God to 
finiſh his work in her ſoul, ſhe could be content. 
young as ſhe was, to give up all that were der 
| below, 4229 
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below, in hope of receiving them again in that 
eternal day, A few days before her diſorder ſeized 
her, being aſked by a friend, concerning the ſtate 
of her ſoul, ſhe ſaid, „She had a confidence that 
God would not Jong with-hold the bleſſing, that 
ſhe ſooh ſhould know his pardoning love, and 
that ſhe was patiently waiting upon him.” Ag 
ſoon as ſhe was taken ill, {which was on the 10th 

of January, 1768) ſhe was aſked how ſhe found 
her mind? She replied, Quite compoſed ; that 
ſhe believed the Lord had viſied her in love, and 

that whether it. terminated in life, or death, it 
would be greatly to her advantage,” During the 

whole time of her illneſs, not a doubt ſeemed to 

diſturb her, nor did ſhe ever loſe her ſtedfaſt hope, 

that if ſhe was taken, the Lord would perfect his 
work in her ſoul, She was alſo endued with a 
_ Conſtant ſpirit of prayer, and to all around behaved 
with the utmoſt patience and meekneſs. She ſel. 
dom complained, and declared ſhe had not a 
, -murmuring thought, though ſhe appeared to ſuffer 
exquiſitely : her diſorder being a putrid fever, with 
a ſore throat, which mortified ſome days before her 
diſſolution: it was likewiſe attended with a deaf- 
neſs that increaſed gradually, till at laſt there was 
no converſing with her, She was alſo deprived 
very early of ſpeech, which as ſhe retained her 
ſenſes, rendered her ſituation very trying, as well 
as deprived her friends of that profit and ſatisfac- 
tion, which might otherwiſe have been expedted. 
But on Thurſday the 14th, (before the diſeaſe had 
made ſo great a progreſs, though even then her 
Ipeech was thick, and her hearing dull) ſhe deſired 
the whole family would come and pray with her, 
and to ſome of her friends made this good confeſ- 
ſion: that ſhe had found Chriſt, that ſhe loved 
God, knowing that he had firſt loved her, that ſhe 
was now neither afraid nor unwilling to die; and 
that ſhe experienced unſpeakable, and till now, 


unknown happineſs, From this, tine ſhe pony 
* 
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but little, except about two days afterwards, when 
ſhe {aid to one who.defired her to ſpeak to her, 
that ſhe was perfectly reſigned to the Divine Will: 


this ſhe uttered with difficulty, and could add no 


more ; but though her lips were thus cloſed to all 


below, it was evident, her heart was open to God 
in prayer, which was diſcernible from the fre- 


quent lifting up of her hands and eyes with great 
devotion : in this poſture ſhe ſweetly yielded up 
her ſpirit on the 21ſt inſtant, at the age of near 
ſeventeen years, 
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1 January 1ſt, 1763. When I awoke 
in the morning, 1 found my heart raiſed in — 
thankfulneſs to God for his mercies, in bringing 2 = 
me to the beginning of another year; and found . - 3J 
my ſoul much in the.ſame frame all the day, O | 
may this year be ſpent more to the glory of my - 
Almighty Maker and Preſerver, than the laſt has 
been: and may every thought, word and work, | 
tend to this glorious end, | 
Wedneſday 2. I found a bleſſing while dreſ- 
ſing, but loſt it by giving way to leviiy: yet the 
merciful Lord reſtored it to me in the evening: 
bleſſed be his name. 
Thurſday 3. 1 found my ſoul in a dead, dull 
frame, with a great diſinclination to duty, which 
did noteyield to; and though 1 found no imme- 
diate bleſſing, yet I doubt not, but the Lord was 
plealed with my endeavours to wait upon him. 
Friday 3. I awoke with ſome degree of com- 


fort, and had my thoughts ſtayed on the things of 12 4 
God, I found a deſire, while I heard the Book , ©: 
B Martyrs IJ 
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ever ſo trifling ! 


viii. 1, Cry aloud and ſpare not, Sc. The Preacher 


1140 


Martyrs read, of being like them; but could not 
ſubmit to die for the truth as they did; it feemed 


too great a trial to fleſh and blood: yet I truſt, waz 
the Lord to call me to it, he would give me firength 
to bear it, 3% 3 . 
Saturday 5. I ſpent the morning in writing let. 
ters to my dear friends in Antigua, for whom 1 
find the moſt tender affection. O! that we may 
all at length, meet around the throne, and ſtand at 
the laſt day among the ſheep at his right hand! 


« O that each in the day, 
Of his coming might ſay: 
I] have fought my way through, 


. 1 have finiſhed the work thou didſt give me todo,” 


Sunday 6, In the morning my thoughts were 


very wandering, and my mind much diſcompoſed, 


When I came up, I read and wrote my Journal, and 
ſpent the reſt of the morning comfortably, . In the 
afternoon I read the Experience of Eliz: Weſt, May 
T like the bee ſuck honey out of every flower, ga- 
ther profit out of every book I read, every ſermon 
I hear, and every occurrence in. life, let it ſeem 
The evening text was Iſaiah 


'ſhewed our tranſgreſhons in the moſt glaring co- 
lours, and my own conſcience convicted me that! 


had done all which he had mentioned, and more 


too; ſo that was 1 to be tried by works, I could 
not be ſaved, 7 | | IE 
Monday 7. I found my heart raiſed in thank- 


'Fulneſs for the mercies of the night paſt, O for a 


continuance of it! Surely had I always a deep 
ſenſe of the innumerable obligations I owe to my 


' Almighty BenefaQtor, it would vey me from fall- 
ing into many of thoſe things, which are fo pteva- 


lent over we. Lord give me a thankful heart. 
Tueſday 8. 1 awoke in a ſerious frame, but it 


did not continue long; for 1 yielded too much to 


wandering 


— 


wandering thoughts, which robbed me of that 
pleſſing. Lord make me more watchful for the fu» 
ture! In the evening my uncle preached a funeral 
ſermon, on, It is appointed unto men once to die, Sc. 
Heb, ix. 27. My ſoul was very much bleſt, and 
ſtirred up to ſeek the Lord, but OH how ſoon do 
my good reſolutions die away! They are like the 
morning cloud, and the early dew which paſſeth 
away, Lord! ſtrengrhen and confirm them! 1 
Wedneſday 9. 1 found my ſoul in a "rf dead. 
frame, and continued fo all the day, I may truly lays. 


„„ pw —- 


A 


Awake my ſluggiſh ſoul! 
Nothing has half thy work to do, 
Yet nothing's half ſo dull.“ 


« My drowſy powers,. why ſleep ye ſo 5 


Thou Cod of love, quicken my drooping powers 
ſtir up and waken my inſenſible foul, and give me 
to ſeek thy face with my whole heart! And O be. 
thou found of me ! | SES = | 
Thurſday 10. I was very cold and dead all the 
day, and found neither power nor inclination. to 
pray or read, which I yielded to; and paſſed he 
day without performing either of theſe duties. O.- 
my God! pardon my fins of omiſſion, zs well as 
thoſe of commiſſion! They are both imnume» 

- Table as the hairs of my head, but thy mercies are 
ſtill more. | _- 
Friday 11. I was very buſy this Jay Nth: fet- 
ting my things in order, which were come from 
London, and being in a hurry, my mind was not 
itayed as I could have wiſhed, O my God! gather 
in my ſcattered thoughts, and let my mind be flat 
entire on thee! 8 k A EIT ES 

Saturday 12, I was enabled, bleſſed be the Lord, £ 
to be ſerious and watchful, In the evening, Mr. 

- Rodda preached, His text was, Mark Kii. 2% | 

it Thou art not far from the kingdom of Cod. He ſhew-"" 

* ed firit, What the kingdom of God is, Secondly, 
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That by nature we are all at a great diſtance from 
it, Thirdly, He deſcribed the perſon who is not 


far from the kingdom of God: And Fourthly, 


Made application of the whole. I was much bleſt 
under the ſermon, and my mind was ſtayed on 
what was delivered, 44 | : 

Sunday 13. In the evening my uncle preached 
on Iſaiah xxx, 21, This ts the way walk ye in it, 1 
found my thoughts much compoled, but being in 
great 0m I could not attend as much as I found 
myſelf inclined to do. O how many hinderances 
have we while below !- Sometimes from the world, 
fometimes from the infirmities of the body; and 
very often from a corrupt heart! Lord do thou arm 
me with thy Spirit's might, and-enable me to com- 
bat, and overcome all the enemies of my ſalvation. 

Monday 14. Our Claſs met at ten as uſual; 
but my foul was in a very wandering, dead frame, 
and afterwards I was as light and trifling ;. this is 


the natural conſequence of the other, if not ſtrove 
againſt, * | | 


© Tueſday 15. 1 was in a very cold indifferent 


frame all the day, In the evening my uncle cate- 

chiſed us, ſuch a ſpirit of laughter came upon us, 

that we could hardly ſpeak. ; Lord deliver us from 

a light, trifling ſpirit, as alſo from an unloving and 

diſputing ſpirit, < 
Mutual love the token be, 

Lord, that we belong to thee,” 


In the evening my uncle preached on Hoſea xiv. 
1, 2. My ſoul was bleſt, elpecially in ſinging the 
laſt hymn, in which are theſe ſweet words, 


% He'll never quench the ſmoaking flax, 
But raile it to a flame: 
The bruiled reed he never breaks, 
Nor ſcorns the meaneſt name.” 


Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday 16. I aroſe this morning with ſome 
degree of recolleQion and ſtayedneſs upon my ſpi- 
rit, It partly continued all the day; but in the 
evening, yielding to levity, I loft it. Lord, give 
me power over a trifling ſpirit! Give me acon- 
tinual ſenſe of thy preſence! Then I ſhall not 
ealily yield to this or any other temptation, I re- 
red, and read the gd chapter of Matthew, went 
to ayer, and found enlargement in it. | 


hurſday 17. All this day I was in a very dif. 


agreeable frame, which I cannot well deſeribe, I 
' retired, read the Pſalms and the fourth of Matthew. 
O! may I, like our bleſſed Lord when tempted, 
anſwer the Tempter with the word of God! Fhe 


text this evening was, Iſaiah xlv. 22, Look unto me 


and be faved, &c. My thoughts were very wan- 


dering all the time. O when will my mind be 


_ conſtantly 6xed on, and looking to that glorious. 
object of our faith and love! | p 

Friday 18. My ſoul was in a cold, dead frame;. 
and ſo it continued all the day, yea all the week; 
For though I cannot accuſe myſelf of the omiſſion 


of any known duty, yet ſuch a total indifferency I . 


have not felt for ſome time. O that God would 


give me to ſee the fatal cauſe, the accurſed thing 


that keeps my, heart from him! | 


Saturday 19. I was much in the ſame ſtate, and 


felt not the leaſt life in any duty till evening: 


then the Lord enabled me to pour out my com- 


plaints into his compaſhonate boſom, with. great 
enlargement, When Mrs. L 


diſcourage me, but ſtill to hold on in the Ways: of 


the Lord, who might perhaps be proving and try- 


his gave 
me ſome comfort, and left me hopes that he wovld - 


ing me to ſee if I would do ſo or not. 


at length come and viſit my ſoul with his ſalvation, 


Sunday 20, My uncle's text this evening Was, 
Luke xiii. g. I tell you nay, but except ye repent, 6 


all all likewiſe per ii. The word came with powerto 
bs? 


** ww ö 7 2 : | A 
- p b 3 25 ; 
1 Thus 4 T > ; + 
* 2 1 5 5 
4 
* 1 5 5 be - 4 
0 „ 
* N * 8 
1 8 
2 7 > 2 
* - 
4 24 + 


= met me, 1 told 
her my ſtate, ſhe adviſed me not to let my.deadneſs - 


* 


„ 


* f * 0 


1608 


my heart. O God, give me grace that I may not 
prove a forgetful heater, but a doer of the word, 


that ſo I may be bleſſed in my deed! | 


Monday 21. I found a defire when I awoke to 


ſpend the day to the glory of God, and I made it 


my earneſt prayer to him, that he would enable me 


to do it. I bleſs God that through his grace I way 


ſerious, and found my mind ſtayed on him in ſome 
meaſure, O that I may always have a recollected 
ſpirit! Thou Lord haſt promiſed to keep him in 
perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, 
Tueſday 22. My mind was in ſome meaſure ſe. 


rious, but not ſo much as the day before. The 
text to night was, Hab. ii. 4. The juſt ſhall live by 


his faith, My thoughts were much drawn off on 
account of my being to ſet the tune, leſt-I ſhould 
forget it. O how eaſily doth the enemy get an ad- 


vantage over me, when 1 am not ſtanding upon my 


Wedneſday 23. My ſoul ſeemed like a barren 
wilderneſs, where nothing but weeds and thorng 


guard ! Lord give a watchful fpirit! | 


5 _—_ i" bet evil did I find in my heart, 


my God give me thyſelf; then ſhall this wilder- 
neſs become like a watered garden which thou haſt 
planted, | Ie get 

Thurſday 24. 1 found my mind kept in a ſerious 
frame all the day, bleſſed be God. 

Friday 25. 1 continued in a ſerious frame, which 
I bleſs God laſted all the day, O how much 
ſweeter is it to be in ſuch a ſtate, than to enjoy all 
that the world calls pleaſure! But indeed it is 
only they who term it fo. The people of God ſee 
there is no pleaſure in theſe fooliſh things: for 
ſurely nothing can ſatisfy an immortal ſoul, created 


for the enjoyment of God, but God himſelf! 


Saturday 26, I have reaſon to praiſe the Lord, 
that I found my ſoul ſtill ferious; this I account a 
reat bleſſing, eſpecially to me, who am naturally 
f ſuch a trifling ſpirit, | 
of ſuch a trifling ſpirit, 1 


- 
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Monday 28. When, I awoke, my thoughts werd 
{till ſtayed, and I bleſs God I was in a ſerious frame 
all the day. O my ſoul! if thou hadſt always an 
awful ſenſe of the Divine preſence, thou wouldeſt 
be always ſerious and recollected, for it is impoſ- 
ſible that a ſoul which conſiders God is preſent, 
ſhoutd dare to behave in a trifling manner before 
his awful Majeſty. by 

Thurſday gt. The evening text was, Matt, xi, 
28, Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, Sc. My mind was taken up with obſerving 
a Gentleman and Lady who were laughing and 
talking together all the ſermon time, Lord forgive 
my ſin, and lay it not to my charge! WEE 

Friday, Feb. 1. My mind was much ſtayed on 
the things of God when I awoke, and it continued 
ſo all the Gay, | | 

Saturday 2, My ſoul was much alive this day, 
and I was given to ſee more clearly than ever, the 
myllery of iniquity which is in my heart, O thou 
who ſearcheſt and trieſt the reins of the children © 
of men !. give me to ſee more and more of the fins» 
fulneſs of it, and do thou waſh and cleanſe it in the 
blood of Jeſus! _ | o 
Monday 4. This morning we experienced God's 
providential care over us: for the chimney of the 
liule parlour took fire, and might have done great 
miſchief had it not been diſcovered in time. Thug 
the Lord took cars of us when we knew of no 
danger, and could not take care of ourſelves, N 

Thurſday 7. This day my uncle and Miſs He 
ſet out haſtily for Briſtol, where my aunt 3 
was in great diſtreſs; Mr. B——ly having died ſud- 
denly, and left her among ſtrangers, with: whony - 

e was quite unacquainted, till within three or 
four weeks, O how many unforeſeen troubles are 
we liable to, which are all ſo many calls to us, 10 
lay up our heart and treaſure above! r 

Sunday 10. Mr. Rodda preached” on Matt, iii, . 
10, The diſcourſe, bleſſed be God, came with 


power 
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power to my ſoul, O Lord! give me the heating 


Ear, the ſeeing eye, and the underſtanding heart! 


Monday 11. This morning, being to be taken 
meaſure of for mourning, we were obliged to gg 
out, which diſſipated my thoughts very much, 0 


what a little ſerves to draw our minds from God! 


But alas! they are not ſo ealily drawn off other 
things; ſuch enemies are we to ourſelves : 
Tueſday 12, My thoughts were pretty much 


ſtayed this day, and I was enabled to reſiſt a temp. 


tation not to go to prayer becauſe the weather was 
cold, and I was unwilling to leave the fire, 
Wedneſday 13. In the evening I read Miſs 
Cooper's Life and Letters: then we all joined in 
prayer, My foul was bleſt and enlarged in that 
duty, When I was in bed, 1 took a review of m 
paſt life, and-found reaſon to humble myſelf before 
God, tor my unfaithfulneſs in not making a beitet 
uſe of his many mercies to me, But O! may [ 


now begin, and ferve and love him all my days! 


Monday 18, Tueſday 19. My foul was in a ſe- 
riows and yet dead frame theſe days. O may I im- 
prove every ſtate I am in! and make the very 
temptations of the enemy, ſerve as weapons fo 
fight againſt bim with! Thus ſhall I by throwing 
his darts back upon his own head, force him to fly 
from me, | 

Thurſday 21. IT was in a comfortable frame of 


- ſpirit this day, In the evening while I was con- 


verſing with my fiſters and couſins upon religion, 
I found my ſoul greatly bleſt; and I was much en- 


larged afterwards in praying with them, bleſſed be 


God. | t 
Sunday 24, TI finiſhed writing the Life of that 


excellent man, Mr. Blackerby ; O! may I hive his | 


life, die his death, and be in the place where 
doubtleſs he now is! There I ſhall be free from 
all impurity, all ſorrow, all fin, and be eternally 
out of the reach of death, | 

e | Monday, 


- 


( 


Monday, Tueſday, and Wedneſday. I was in 
a ſerious though dead frame. Lord, | quicken, 
ſtrengthen, and comfort me by thy word and 
ſpirit! | 

Thurſday 28, Was my birth-day, 1 found a 
defire and reſolution, to be more devoted to God' 
the enſuing year, than I was the foregoing. O may 
the Lord enable me to perform my reſolutions! I 
alſo found ſerious refle&ions on the ſhortneſs of 
life, and a thankfulneſs for ſparing me to fee fours 

teen years. O may I let theſe reflections have their 
due weight, and influence, on all my condutt for. 
the time to come ! And always conſider that 


«© My life is a dream, 
My time as a' ſtream 
Glides ſwiftly away: N 
And the fugitive moments for no one will ſtay.“ 


Lord! do thou give me, S0 46 number my days, 
that 1 may apply my heart unto wiſdom! _ 


Saturday, March 2, My uncle returned home, 
and with him my aunt B—ly, whom 1 was much 


r2joiced to ſee, 


Saturday 9, This evening poor Mrs, L—— Was ..* 
taken extremely ill. It brought many ſerious re. 
fl-&tions to my mind, Well may we ſay, In the” _ 
midft of life we are in death. O may I always con- 


der this and never yield to levity, or any thing 
which is diſpleaſing to a God of the ſtricteſt purity, / 
who may ſtrike me dead in a moment; and ſince ! 
may die this day, let me ſpend this and every other” 
as though it were my laſt! a 
Sunday 17, At night as I ſat by the fire, I foun eg 
my foul bleſt, and many ferious reflections brought = 
to my mind, which continued till I went to bed. — 
Monday 18, I awoke in much the ſame ſtate, nd 
continued ſo all the day, bleſſed be God. 125 
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- Taueſday 19. The text this evening was, John 
v. 8. Milt thou be made whole ? My heart ſeemed to 
reply, Yea Lord, I will if thou wilt, and of this 1 
need not doubt, for thou art always more ready to 


give, than I am to receive, O! that thou would(t 
ever, 


„ Make me willing to receive, 
All thy goodneſs waits to give!“ 


Saturday 23, My ſoul was much bleſt, and my 
heart raiſed in thankfulneſs for the many mercies l 
have received at the hands of my merciful God: 
at the ſame time I was humbled under a ſenſe of the 
ungrateful returns I have made him ;— 


"$2 % When all the mercies of my God 

. 175 My riſing ſoul ſurveys, | 
= Why my cold heart art thou not loſt, 
_ 8 In wonder, love, and praiſe ?“ 


Sunday 24. Mr. M—— preached from Numb, 
_ =xiii. 10. Let me die the death of the righteous, &c. 
=. O may I not only die his death, but alſo live his 
_ life, for indeed it is impoſſible to do the former, 

unleſs we firſt do the latter. 

Saturday go, Mr. Fl in the evening preached 
on John xx. 19. Peace be unto you. Though I was 
much tempted with drowſineſs under the word, yet 

| ſiome parts of it were greatly bleſt to me, He after- 
=—  - wards met the Society, and told them, that in 
=_ ſeveral places, both in this Round and others, num- 

= bers were convinced and brought to Chriſt, O may 
I be one dee 
= Into that happy number, Lord, 

MM BED A weary {inner take, 

Toy Jeſus fulfil thy gracious word, 
. For thy own mercy's ſake,” 


Sunday 


( 23 ) 


Sunday 31. 1 ſpent the morning in readingthe 


eight laſt chapters of Romans, and Mr, Weſley'%s 
Notes upon them. Indeed I think they are a moſt 


beautiful part of the Scripture, O] that they, and 


every other part of that holy book, may be written 
upon my heart! ARES | 
Sunday, April 7. Was Eaſter-Day; I was pre. 
' vented from hearing the ſermon by a violent tooth. 
ach. O! how many pains are ſubject to, while 
in this mortal life; but when this mortal ſhall put 
on immortality, what a glorious change ſhall we 
undergo! Lord, let this change paſs upon me ; and, 


to that end, let me now riſe from a deat of fin, unto a” 


life of righteouſneſs, — 


«© Thy reſurrectionꝰs power impart, 
And riſe triumphant in my heart,” 


Thurſday 11. At noon we had the pleaſure of 
the Rev. Mr. 7ohn Weſley's company to dinner ; and 


in the evening he preached on Jer. viii. 22. Ii there . 
n Balm in Gilead. &c. His converſation was very 


edifying, and God bleſt it to my poor ſoul. 

Friday 12. At five in the morning, Mr. Weſley 
preached on Pſalm Ixxxiv. 1. How amiable are — 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! At night we toe 


leave of him, and of my uncle, aunt, and Mrs, 


J, theſe at one in the morning ſet out for Liver- 
pool, and he at five for Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
Sunday 14. 1 ſound my mind much 2 


with perplexing thoughts concerning my dear pa- 


rents. But why, O my ſoul! doſt thou ſuffer theſe 
anxious cares to oppreſs thy troubled breaſt Is not 
the God who gave me theſe tender patents, at li- 
berty to take them from me? And is he not able 
to raiſe me up friends in their room ? Beſides, this 
is caring for the morrow : is it not time enough to 
make myſelf uneaſy when the trial comes, without 
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anticipating what may never be? Then, Q my 
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foul! truſt thou in God; for he will be the help 
of my countenance, and my Cod! TA a 
Saturday 20. I was all this day in a. fretfy] 

frame, which I too much yielded to. O God! 
give me power over this, and every other eaſily 
beſetting fin! | | 

Sunday 21, I read a letter of Miſs B——l's to 
Mr. Weſley, concerning the manner of her bringing 
up the poor children that ſhe has taken; in which 
1 could not help obſerving the power of faith, 
How has ſhe ſurmounted every dificulty that ſtood 
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in her way! O may I like her, live by faith, ull 
. ſhall go to live, f | 


« Where faith is ſweetly loſt in fight, 
And hope in full ſupreme delight, 
And everxlaſting love!“ 
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Monday 22. Expetiing our friends home from 
Liverpool, Mifs H——e and I fat up to ** 
them; about twelve ahnight they came very much 
fatigued. They informed us of a narrow elcape 
they had met with; the coach they” were in was 
overturned with fix people in it, and {ume on the 
outſide; yet not one was hurt: ſurely the Provi- 
dence of God was over them for good. I ſoon got 
to bed, {l:epy enough, and when aſleep, I dreamta 
-very particular dream: 1 tought Mr, I bid 
my couſin A— and me look out at a window, and 
we ſhould ſee an angel, who would tell us comfort- 
. -able news, We did, and after ſome time we ſaw 
a bright ſtar, which grew brighter and brighter, till 
an angel appeared exceedingly beautiful and majel- - 
tic. As he came near I was quite overwhelmed at 
his preſence, and could ſcarce look at him, hisduſtre 
fo dazzled my eyes. When he approached me, [ 
thought I faintly uttered theſe words: “ Speak 
Lord, thy ſervant heareth.”” At this he ſaid, 5 The 


Lord has ſent me to tell you, that all your fins are 
| forgiven, 


F IS. * 


65 


forgiven, and will never be remembered againſt 


you any more, unleſs you fall, again into ſin. He 


bas blotted out your tranſgreſſions, and caſt them 


behind his back.“ 1 immediately ſaid, © How can 
theſe things be? Can I who am lo great a finner, 


and have never truly. repented, be forgiven ?” He 
anſwered, With God nothing is impoſſible, Con- 
tinue waiting upon God in his appointed way, and 
you willſoon find the truth Sf theſe promiſes:“ He 


ſucke much to me concerning my unbelief, and then 


ſaddenly diſappeared, leaving me quite overwhelm- 
ed, but much comforted, O that my dream may be 


ſhortly fulfilled ! 


Saturday 27. I was in a very cold dead frame | 


all the day, and when I retired to prayer in the 
evening, 1 found no life: but ſtill I had the bleſ- 


kng of waiting upon God, and an earnelt defire 
and panting in my ſoul for faith, though I could 


not utter a word, Lord, let me. never reſt till 1 
get this pearl of great price into my polſeſſon ! then 
ſhall I be truly happy, and got till then, 


Sunday, May 5. My uncle met the Society, and 
informed them of his being to leave them ſoon. . 


The ſorrow that ſat on every countenance would 


have drawn tears from any one's eyes, who could 
in the leaſt ſympathize with another's grief, 0 


Lord, what is man} How various, how unfore- 


ſeen, and often ate the changes of this ſhort life! 


Lord, prepare me for whatever thou haſt in thy 
wildom prepared for me | 


Monday 6. We were in a great hurry in pack- 


ing up all the day, and at night ſat up till twelve ; 
o'clock, Having à violent cold, I Was quite dif- 


ordered all the next day, ſo as not to be able to 


read, or pray, or do any thing ele as I would. O1! 


how does this corruptible body preſs down the 


joul! But when it ſhall eſcape from this priſon of 
clay, and wing its way to the manſion. of eternal 


jov, how will it exult in the glorious change, and 
iezoice in being delivered from this dungeon, 
| C which 
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which has ſo long clogged it with its manifold 


infirmities 1 KT 
Tueſday 9. In the afternoon: we went with Mr. 
and Mrs, V h to the old caſtle, on the top of 
the hill, where it ſeems Lady Catherine Parr, laſt 
wife to King Henry. the VIII. was born. Indeed 
it is a venerable ruin, and ſtrongly ſhews what all 
worldly grandeur muſt come to. O!] that I, and 
all that are near and dear to me, may never deſire 
ſuch fading and tranfitory enjoyments! But may 
we ſeek for, and obtain a houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the heavens: TS Fs 


6 Jeruſalem, the ſaint's abode, elne 
- Whoſe founder is the living God.“ 


Monday 13. 1 bleſs God, I found my ſoul ina 
very ſerious frame this day, having a meaſure of 


The ſpirit of prayer. O! may it always continue! 


In the afternoon we took a walk to the Mount, 
which was thrown up to batter down the old caltle 
on the top of the hill. It was delightfully pleaſant 

to fee all the green fields, and the little lonely 
houſes that ſtand there. I could have liked to ſtay 
there all the afternoon, the weather was ſo calm 
and ſerene, and all nature ſeemed ſo lively and 

Tprightly. O! was my foul but illuminated by the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs as this earth is by the mate- 
rial ſun! how happy, how  unſpeakably happy, 
would it be in the poſſeſſion of ſuch a bleſſing! 


i If this felicity were mine, 
I every other would reſign 
With juſt and holy ſcorn: 
Cheerful and blithe my way purſue, 
And with the promiſed land in view, 
Singing to God return,” 


Ny Tueſday 14. 1 found my ſoul in a ſerious frame 
all the day long, blefled be God who kept me ſo. 
21 Thurſday 
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Thurſday 16. I found my ſoul alive. My un- 
cle's text was, God is Love, 1 John vi. 4. n 
Friday 17. J ſtill continued in ſome meaſure 
bleſt. Lord! increaſe the ſpark, and let it grow 
into a flame! 3 | | $5. 

Saturday 18. I was much tempted to levitv, 
which I gave way to. But while Mr, C—— was 
zjreaching in the evening, from theſe words, 0 
Tfra'! thou hnſ? deſtroyed thyſelf e but in me is thy help, is 
Hoſea xiii, g, my foul was much refreſhed. After- 225 
wards I was enabled to watch againſt every thin 
that might deprive me of it, ſo that I lay down 04 
roſs with it again the next morning. All thanks 
be aſcribed to God, for had I been left to myſelf, 5 

I ſhould undoubtedly have loſt it immediately. --4 

Sunday 19, I awoke in the fame watchful ſpi- 
rit, and an eager defire for faith, which I was 
enibled to pray for with great earneſtneſs. N 

Monday 20. I yielded fo much to levity, that it 
was with difficulty I forced myſelf to duty; and 
when I did, I was quite cold and dead, and my 
thoughts were wandering on ſome fooliſh thing 
other, O God! deliver me from a.trifling ſpiritY 

Tueſday 21, I found myſelf thoughtful and fee OY 
rious in the morning, but in the afternoon't was 
overcome by levity, O how ſoon am I drawn of 
what is good! But how difficult do I find it to pre- 9 
vail with myſelf to forſake the evil! For often Wen 
the Lord ſhews me the error of my ways, though 
for the preſent I feel ſorrow and regret, yet the next 
temptation that offers, finds me ready to comply. 
with it : and this doubtleſs I ſhould always do, dig 
not God in that moment, ſtep in and hinder meby _ 
his retaining grace; ſuch a propenſity have Þ'to 
do that which grieves my God, and wounds my 
own conſcience, COON 3325 F 

Saturday 25, In the evening I retired; and en- 

| tering into a ſtrict ſelf-examination, I found I muſt 
own with the royal Pſalmiſt, © My inward parts are 
| 2 | very 
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My 
very wickedneſs,” I ſaw clearly that 1 had broken 


every commandment, therefore were I to be tried 


by the law of works, I muſt eternally periſh, 1 
muſt come with the Publican, crying, God be mer. 


ciful to me 4 ſinner / How truly might I ſay, 


No good word, or work, or thought, 
Have Ito buy thy grace, 
Mercy I accept unbought, 
Thy profter I embrace,” 


Sunday 26, In the afternoon we went to Mr, 
( „, to fee the corpſe of her daughter, I was 
not at all ſhocked at the ſight, but it brought many 
ſerious reflections to my mind. How is ſhe who 
not many months ago was in all the bloom and vi- 

ur of youth, cut down like a flower! So, jult 
; 4 thought I, muſt I howily be: I muſt die, be 
ſtretched in a coffin, and laid in the filent grave, 
and ſhortly it will be forgot even by my neateſt and 
deareſt friends, that there was ever ſuch a perſon, 
O! may this awful thought never be abſent from 
my mind! How will it leſſen my eſteem for all 


| theſe periſhing enjoyments! How will it make me 


ſpend every precious moment, in preparation for a 
never-ending eternity! May the Lord grant that 
when death comes, he may not appear as a king of 
terrors, but like a welcome meſſenger ſent to carry 
me to my Father's houſe ! (6 HER 
Sunday, June 2. In the evening my uncle 


Preached his farewel ſermon on Acts xx. 27, J havs 


zot Mun ned to declare unto you the whole counſel of God. 
He repeated briefly the doctrine which be had 
taught them, and exhorted them to take beed,. leſt 


| the word ſhould riſe up in judgment againſt them 


in the laſt day. O may it not againſt me! For 
alas! as yet I have been a barren fig tree. Well 
may J ſay, | | 


a « Long 


— 


6 


e Long have 1 fat beneath the ſound, + 
Of thy ſalvation, Lord, Gs Toe 
But ſtill how weak my faith is found, 
And knowledge of thy word,” 


Lord ! let it be no longer with me, but may I now 
bear fruit to thy glory | Tt 
Tueſday 4. We were called up at half an hour 
after one, and at a quarter paſt two, ſet out on our 
journey to Chefter, When we came near Lancaſter, 
our coachman had like twice to have overturned : 
us. At ſeven we breakfaſted there, at one dined” 
at Preſton, and at nine in the evening reached Mr, 
s houſe in Warrington, We ſoon got to 
bed truly fatigued, and. ſlept till fix in the morn- 
ing without ever waking, or moving out of the 
poſture I laid myſelf in when, I went to bed, 
About eight on Wedneſday morning, we ſet out 
again, and had a delightful journey the reſt of the 
way to Chefter, where we arrived about noon, In 
the afternoon we took a walk round the walls. 

Lou have here an extenſive proſpett of a fine open 
country, far unlike the barren Kendal mountains. 
We then walked to the Dock, and from thence to 
the Preaching-houſe, Mr. G—4 preached on Mat, 
ix. 22, Daughter be of good comfort, &c. I found. 
my ſoul humbled under a ſenſe of my own vile- 
nels, and fixed a reſolution to ſet out a freſh in the 
narrow way of holineſs, if the Lord will give me 
ſtrength, for without he does, all my reſolutions 
will be in vain, EB 

Sunday 9. Mr. G—4d preached, met the Society, 
and ſpoke to the children. I found my ſoul bleſt. 
O may iz be a laſting bleſſing, and not like a gueſt 
which tarrieth but a day! ? 29% 
Monday 10. In the afternoon we went to fee 
the Infirmary ; every thing is neat and clean about 
it, I found a thankfulneſs to God, that he had 
kept me from all thoſe diſorders that others have, 

| "RM O may- 


e 
O may my life be ſingularly good, as he has been 


ſo ſingularly merciful to me! I experience mercies 
that very few others have; which it would be al. 
moſt impoſſible to enumerate. How few have ſuch 
parents, who from my earlieſt days have inſttucted 
me how to fear and love God! How many are 
tortured with broken limbs, and deprived of their 
ſight, whilſt I am preſerved from all theſe, and 
kept in health, ſtrength, and the full exerciſe of 
my reaſon! Many more mercies I am indebted to 
my gracious Bene factor for ; how truly may b ſay, 


, Not more than others I deſerve, 
Let God hath given me more, 

| For I have food whilſt others ſtarve, 

— Or beg from door to door!“ 


TFThurſday 1g. In the afterñoon I ſet out with 
my uncle, aunt, Mrs. L—, and ſome other friends, 
to go to a village called Criſlington, about two miles 
out of town, where my uncle was to preach, We 
had a very pleaſant walk, and went to ſee the de- 
lightfulleſt, though oddeſt contrived garden that I 
ever ſaw. The owner of it is the Rector of that 
lace; but one would think by the manner of his 
—.— it out, that he had very little elſe to think 
of, Some part of it repreſents a Field of Battle, a 
General's Tent, with cannons all round it, a Mount, 
a Tower, a Draw-bridge, and every. thing to re- 
ſemble a camp of ſoldiers, The other parts of the 
garden are laid out in the ſame peculiar taſte, 
Tueſday 18. At private prayers in the morning, 
I had power to pray particularly againſt my beſet- 
ting fins, and bleſſed be God, IL do in ſome meaſure 
overcome them, Indeed he is a God, both hear- 
ing and anſwering prayer. In the afternoon we 
had a deal of company, and they being good fingers, 
paſt away the time very agreeably: Mr. B— pers 
| . my aunt, Mrs, L—, Miſs H—, and myſelf to 
80 to his Claſs, which we did upon his nn 
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not to ſpeak to us. I like his manner much, and 
L think | was profited by it, „ et e 
Friday 22, In che evening I went to the chapel, 
there was no preaching, but a private meeting. 
Having been much refreſhed, eſpecially in the 
gaging that hymn, Wreſtling Jacob, I had no reaſon 
to repent going. My defires were much enlarged 
aſter God, with a hatred to fin, O! that I may 
indeed forſake it, and hate it as deadly poiſon! 
Sunday 23. In the morning we went to the new 
chapel, Mr, H—— opened it: his text was in 
2 Chron. vi. 41, Let thy Prieſts, O Lord God, be 
clothed with falvation, and tet thy faunts rejoice in 


goodneſs, He concluded with ſaying, That as God 7 "Y 
had given us a more convenient place to worſhip RO 
him in, we ought in gratitude to let our lives and 


converſations be more exemplary than ever before; 

Monday 24, and Tueſday 23. I ſpent moſt part 
of theſe days in retirement, my mind was much 
compoſed, and my thoughts ſtayed on the things 


* 


of God. 2 | | 
Wedneſday 26. This afternoon we came to our 


own houſe. I ſpent the evening in a little room 1 
by mylelf, found enlargement in prayer, and my 2 
ſoul much bleſt. | 32 


o * * 
* 
bl 1 


Thurſday 27. When. I retired in the morning 
to private prayer, I experienced great power ang 
ſweetneſs in the duty. My mind was kept in a ſes. = 
rious frame, till L went out of my chamber, when © 
I gave way to fretting, O] how many temptations B- 
are we liable to! And while we endeavour to ſhun 
one, we often fall into another, When 1 aveid 
levity, I too often fall into fretting, We have 
need to have the wiſdom of. the ferpent witk the 
harmleſſneſs of the dove. * „ $I 
Friday 28, and Saturday 29. We ſpent comfort. 

avly,, I had great ſweetneſs in prayer, and much 
of the ſpirit of it. | Sata 0 | 
Sunday go. I taſted the good word of God in i 
reading the 11th chapter of the Hebrews, O! hoe 
HT much L 


* 


632) 3 


much did thoſe excellent ones 77 the earth endure 
for their bleſſed Maſter, while I, who have every 
means of encouragement I can deſire, (and far more 
than I deſerve,) am carelels and ſupine in working 
out my own ſalvation! But ſince, thou haſt con- 


vinced me of my error, O Lord, do thou help me 
to amend it, and let me now turn to thee with all 
my heart and ſoul ! 

Tueſday, July 2, and Wed. 3. Both theſe days I 
was ill and in violent pain; all Tueſday — 
I endeavoured to look to God, and was relieved, 
O! how good is he to me, the un worthieſt bf his 
creatures! Lord give me a thankful heart, I was 
hindered going to preaching all this week, by reaſon 
of a violent cold; but if that was fanteti fied, I have 
need to be thankful, and to bleſs God for affliQting 
me- 

Saturday 20, Though | was very buſy all the 
morning, my mind was kept in a ſerious 'pray ing 
frame. Lord! make me truly thankful fer ib this 
mercy ! 

Sunday 21. We went to St, John's church, I 
found my ſoul bleſt at the Sacrament, and' felt an 
earneſt deſire for faith. O! may it always con- 
tinue ! © Lord give me faith,” be all my cry and 
he that gives me the deſire will falfil⸗it. 

Monday 22. Mr. R s preached on Hoſea x, 
12, and made a very pretty ſermon, 

Wedneſday 24. In the evening we went down 
to my aunt B—'s, where we parted with my deat 
friend Miſs H——; I was much concerned at tak- 
ing leave, but ! comforted myſelf with the hope of 
feeing her ſoon again: if we ſhould not meet again 
in this vale of tears, may we meet where crying, 
and pain, and death are over! 

Tueſday go. I was in a lukewarm frame all the 
day; but in the evening as my uncle and others 
were ſpeaking their ſtates to one another, I could 
ſcarce help ſhedding tears, to think I had made fo 
little uſe of all the means 1 * When I came 


or 


HH 


( 833 ) 


up to bed, I found a great earneſtneſs for faith, 
which I prayed for with ſometbing of a confidence 
that I ſhould receive, till unbelief ſtept in: then [ 
thought I had not repented enough, had not for- 
ſaken my fins long enough; and at laſt I yielded, 
roſe from my knees, and loſt the bleſſing which 1 
might have received, had I held on, May I learn 
more wiſdom for the future; and when I get ſucha 
precious moment, improve it, and not fo ſhame- 
fully yield to the enemy of my foul! 1 
Sunday, Aug. 4. I went to church, and was 
much bleſt, particularly at the Sacrament. | oF 
Friday 16, We had the plealure of the Rev, 
Mr. John Wefley*s company to tea, and in the even- 
ing he preached on 2 Cor, vi. 2, Now us the accepted 
time; now ts the day of falvation., : 
Sunday 18, In the morning Mr. Weſley preached 
on Mark ix. 23. My foul was exceedingly, bleſt. 
He ſeemed to ſpeak as exactly to my ſtate,” as if I 
had mentioned it to him, He anſwered every ob- 
jection that has oftentimes occurred to my mind 
againſt beheving, and then gave me encouragement 
to come to Chriſt, and believe in him, but when 
came home, my mind was much hurried, ſo that 
] loſt the bleſſing I had received. O how unfaith» 


ful have I hitherto been, to the manifold favours - 


Cod has beſtowed on me} Lord pardon the paſt, 
ard make me more faithful for the future! 
Monday 19. I was much difordered with a vio- 
tent cold in my head, and fa Feontinued all Fuels 
day and Weqdnefday, that 1 fearce could read, or 
pray, or do any thing elſe, as I would have done; 
but praiſed be God, my mind was kept in a [weet - 
compoled frame, and 1 had much of the ſpirit of 
prayer. O the goodriefs of God to me, the moſt. 
uaworthy of his creatures ! Me, who have ſo often 
tnned againſt him! Lord, write the law of grati- 
'1de on my heart! On Wedneſday our. Gtaſs met 
tor the firſt time, although it was ſomething of a 
<rols, I experienced the goodneſs of God. * 

a Wedneſday 


* 


Mr. and Mrs. B 


( 34 ) 

Wedneſday 28. In the evening our Claſs met 
again: thanks be to God, I was in a compoſed 
frame. and had my mind ſtayed on him; as indeed it 


Had been all the day, and all the week. 


Thurſday 29. In the afternoon we went with 


t to Eaton by water, to fee 
Lord Grofvenor's ſeat, We had a parcel of obſti. 


mate men in the boat, who knew nothing of the ſea, 
and yet would have their own way, which ren- 


dered what might have been otherwiſe pleaſant, 


very diſagreeable. The gardens are extremely 


leaſant, and far ſurpaſs any thing I have ever ſeen, 
My mind was fixt on God, while I was in the 
boat, ana I had ſuch a confidence in him, that 1 


do not know I felt fear ariſe once the whole time, 


Friday 30. In the evening Mr. M--n. preached 
plain good ſermon, on 2 Cor, viii, 9. Some 
parts of it were bleſt to me, On Saturday we did 
not go out, it being a very wet day: 

Sunday, Sept. 1. At church 1 felt great earneſt» 


neſs for the bleſſing : 


& Author of faith, to thee I lift 
My weary longing eves, 
O let me now receive that gift, 
My ſoul without it dics.“ 


Wedneſday 4. In he evening I was very cold 
and dead. O my Cod! let me never give way to 
a lukewarm Tpirit, for this of all things I find hurt- 
ful to my ſoul, and it too often brings on levity, 
which to me is ſlow poiſon. It does not appear 
heinous as ſome other lins do, but ſteals upon me 
unawares, And when Jam once down, it is not 
an eaſy matter to riſe again, Therefore let me be 


« Always ſtanding on my guard, 
ot + And watching unto prayer.“ 


$1 


„ 


Sunday 8. In the morning we went to church. 
1 was not much bleſt there; but Was greatly quick. 
ened by Mr. M——'s converſation at, dinn 
which I have reaſon to praiſe the Lor. 
Monday 9. I was much bleſt this day, and my. 4 
defires after the bleſſing greatly quickeried: thanks | 
de to God! In the evening we went to chapel. = 
Mr. M—— preached from Luke vi. 19. He is hut 
a young Preacher, yet I like him much better than 
many others, and ſome parts of the ſermon were 
bleſt to me. | I | Von by gw 3 
Wedneſday 11. At night while I was meeting 2 
in Claſs, my ſoul was much refreſhed, and | 4 
thought I would not give up that ſpark, ſmall as it : 
was, for all the world's riches, And if the fore. 2 
taſte be ſo ſweet, O what muſt the full enjoyment 2 
be! Lord as thou haſt given me this defire, 'O 3 
full it! Let me never reſt till Jam made a joyful - 
artaker of the inheritance of the faints in light © al 
Thurſday 12. Bleſſed be God, my ſoul was - 
much alive this day alſo, and I was much quick-" _ 
ened under my uncle's preaching in the evening. | 
Sunday 18. This morning Mr. Mr made an ' 
exceeding fine diſcourſe upon Phil. iii. 7, But what _ 
things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt, 
My foul was much comforted and encour d, 
while he was inviting finners to come and tafte*the 
ſweetneſs that is in Chrift, and to forſake all thoſe 
| things which before we counted gain, in order ig 
BF. partake of thoſe hidden treaſures, , OO _ 
) Monday 17. I was overcome by a trifling ſpirit, -, 
a end alſo gave way to wandering Wag fox 
which the Lord in mercy gave me to feel mu en 
remorſe, While | was at preaching in the even _ 
ing, he alſo gave me a fervent defire to look to 
t that Jeſus whom his ſervant was pointing out to us 
from John iti, 14, 15. O! that I may ever look to 
him to heal the wound which fin has made! 
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to reſt, till I had made my 


neſt deſue, and a determination, by the grace cf 


"me Stang by the ſcorpion Hu; 4 
My poor expiring foul, e we 
' O! that 1 could add! 

- % The balmy ſound CITY in, 


And was at once made whole.“ 


* 


TER. 


. ſtaved me Bands, as] could not 80 home by my. 
ſelf, my aunt chufiug to ſtay, and I experienced 
that it was good for me to be there, for my ſoul was 


_exceedingly bleſt. Lord! make me truly thankful 


for this, and all thy other mercies daily conferred 
upon me, the chief of ſinners! | | 


/ Tueſday, October 1. In the evening I found my 


ſou] quickened under religious converſation, and 
continued ſo all Wedneſday and Thurſday, having 
great enlargement in prayer, and free acceſs to the 
throne ; bleſſed be God! #81 | 
Monday 14. My mind was in a ſerious frame 
moſt part of this day, In the evening we had a 
comfortable Love-feaſt, at which my foul was 
much comforted, and ſound a great wreſtling and 
agonizing for the bleſſing. . 2 
Saturday 19. 1 was rather cold all day; but 
glory be to God? I had great enlargement in 
prayer, eſpecially in the evening. | 
Sunday 20. Mr. M——7 preached on Matthew 
v. 22. 2b, Agree with thine Adverſary quickly, &c, 
He earneſtly exhorted and entreated every one 10 
agree with God by forſfaking their fins and turning 


to him, left he ſhould ſwear in his wrath, they 


thould not enter into his reſt, The word came 
with power to my ſou], and I felt a reſolution never 
| peace with God, 0 
may the Lord confirm it, or it will be like the 
morning cloud! . 

Monday 21. I aroſe this morning with an ear. 


God, 


67 
God, to give myſelf up to him. O may I never, 
never reſt, till 1 fully reſt in him! | | 
Tueſday 22. My ſoul was in a ſerious frame; 
but in the evening I gave ſo much way to an inor- 
dinate deſtre after a fooliſh thing, that my mind was 
quite drawn off from God, When I went to bed, 
| was greatly humbled, and aſhamed on account of 
it, and I truſt I ſhall never fo yield again to the 
enemy of my ſoul. - | 
Wedneſday go. I was in a very indifferent ſtate 
all the day; but in the evening, in Claſs-meeting, 
I was much quickened, and ſtirred up by a young 
perſon's giving.an account, how ſhe found peace 
the day before in private prayer, I was, and am 
{till determined by the grace of God never to reſt, 
till I alſo find him whom my ſoul deſires to love. 
My ſoul continued much bleſt all the evening, and 


I dropt aſleep with earneſt deſires to be brought 


into that glorious liberty of the ſons of God, 
Deareſt Jelus! how long will it be before thou 
wilt manifeſt thylelf to me, as thou doſt not unto 
che world! O come and take up thine abode in my 
longing heart, and live and reign in me without a 
rival [ $3) 

Thurſday g1. My ſoul was greatly bleſt all this 
day, and my heart was much drawn.out after God. 
I allo found enlargement in praying for faith, O 
thou Son of God, do thou now impart to me this 
great and ineſtimable bleſſing, and make me truly 
happy in thy love! Do thou now ariſe upon my 


poor ſoul with healing in thy wings, and keep ms 5 


continually! 


Friday, Nov. 1. I ill continued in a comforts 25 
«ble frame, finding a great hunger and thirſt for 


faith, 1 could truly ſay from heart-felt experience, 


Thou haſt pronounced the mourner bleſt, 

And lo! for thee I ever mourn: 4 | 

cannot, no I. will not reſt, 64 
Till thou my only reſt return: 
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Till thou the Prince of Peace appear, 
And I receive the Comforter,”  _ 


Saturday 2, I found my ſoul in a very watchful 
frame, from a great concern 1 felt vpon my con- 
{ſcience for fin, and the fear I had of falling into a 
careleſs lukewarm ſpirit again. Lord! do thou 
always let me retain, 


A ſpirit ſtill prepared, 
And armed with jealous fear, 
For ever ſtanding on its guard, - 
And watching unto prayer!” 


Monday 4. I was overcome in ſome meaſure by 
levity; but the gracious God gave me to feel much 
remorſe for it, and alſo encouraged me to truſt that 
he who had ſhewed me the evil of this, and all 
other fins, would pardon them, 1 
Saturday 9. My ſoul was not fo lively to-day, as? 
it was ſome days ago. When I retired to prayer, I 
felt a great back wardneſs to it, which was height-_ 
ened by a conſideration of my own unfaithfulneſs 
to God. But the thought was immediately checked 
by this; if I am unfaithſul, will my keeping from 
him make me more faithful? No ſurely : it is the 
Lord alone that can impart the bleſſing of a faithful 
heart; then Iwill wait upon him for it, and he 
n Thoſe that aſk ſhall receive. 
onday 18, I was in a ſerious praying frame, 
In the evening Mr, M—'preached on John ix. 25. 
My ſoul was exceedingly bleſt, and I ſeemed juſt 
ready to lay hold on the bleſſing, How I loſt it, I 
am not ſenſible, | 
Sunday 24. Mr, M—e preached in the morn- 
ing on, Do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 38. 
When I came home and retired, I found ſome li- 
berty in prayer. O how good is God to me, and 
how undeſerving, how unfaithful a creature _ 4 
| 10 
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Lord pardon the paſt, and give me ſtrength for the 


time to come! | 


Tueſday, Dec. g, and Wedneſday 4. I was ra- 


ther in a cold frame, O that the Lord would de- 


liver me from a lukewarm ſpirit! For I find that 


an inlet to all wrong tempers, and therefore it mult 
be hurtfal to me, ard diſpleaſing to God, 
Saturday 7. I was much caſt down on account 
of having yielded to many wrong tempers the day 
before, In the evening, | went to'preaching with- 
out the leaſt ex pectation of a bleſhng ; however, as 
I was under the word, bemoaning my helpleſs con- 


dition, the Lord in a meaſure comforted and encou- 


raged me to truft in him, Indeed I am often pained 


that my pain is over fo ſoon, and grieved that I cart 
grieve no more. 2 

Sunday 8. In the morning Mr. M- preached, 
on Rom. i. 17, For the juſt hall live by faith, My 
thoughts were wandering under the word, and 
when | came home and retired, J found no life 


nor liberty in prayer, O! when ſhall I be enabled 


to come with boldneſs to the throne of grace; 


through Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and to call him, my Lord and my God, : 
Thurſday 12. My uncle's text was, Prov, xxiits 
23, During the firſt part, my mind was pretty 
much ſtayed, but towards the latter end it was 


much drawn off, by a thing which probably may | 


never happen. O! for a ſtayed and compoſed mind 
in waiting upon God! Surely it is a great fin to 
have the mind wandering upon fooliſh things, 
when ſo immediately in the preſence of God, : 


Saturday 14, This day, as well as the day be- 


fore, my body was much diſordered, In the even- 


ing when [I retired, I was neither humbled under 8 


ſenſe of paſt mercies received, nor of mine dun 
unfaithfulneſs to God, Sometimes I am all alive, 


I am fo in earneſt, ſo diligent in the means, and ; 


take luch delight in them; then one thing or ano 


ther ſteps in, is yielded to, and deprives me of all 
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my life and earneſtneſs. And though I do not neg- 


le@ the means, yet how are they hurried over, and 
how ſlighily performed! And indeed I am often 
glad when they are finiſhed, Lord, what is man! 
what am I! What a poor unſtable creature! Lord, 
quicken me! Make me more alive, more in ear. 


| neſt! Lord! make me, and keep me, what I ought, 


what 1 want to be! 

Saturday 21. All this week I have experienced 
a ſlayednels of mind, and a degree of recolleRicn, 
for which 1 deſie to be thankful. But alas! I do 
not find that earneſtneſs, that hungering and thirſt. 
ing which I did. Lord, what is the cauſe? O re. 
move it whatever it. be! Remove the accurſed 


thing, which ſeparates between thee and my foul! 


On Saturday night, the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew 
me the thing which had quenched that earneſtneſs, 


and I am not ſenſible that I have this week yielded 


to it. O! what a good God is ours! He ſhewed 
me my fin: he gave me to feel remorſe for it, and 
then imparted power to ſubdue it, Lord give me 
a thankful heart! 

Sunday 22. This morning I was much affected 


in reading the 15th verſe of the 4th chapter of the 


Hebrews, For we have not an High Prieſl who can- 
not be touched with the feeling of our infurmittes : for 
he was in all points tempted like as we are. yet without 
fin, O what comfortable words! efffecially when 
the enemy is pouring in floods of temptation upon 
us! at ſuch a time, how {weet is the meditation 
upon ſuch words! How comfortable the reflection 
that our God knows, and not only knows, but ſym- 


| Pathizes with us in all our afflictions, diſtre ſſes, and 


temptations; and will aſſuredly deliver us out of 


them! O may this ſcripture be ever prelfent with 


my mind, and may it prove a comfort to me in 
trials, while it alſo hinders me from yielding to my 
ſpiritual enemy, by aſſuring me that Jeſus 1s ever 


able and willing to help me. 
Wedneſday 


* 
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Wedneſday 23. I was impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
gratitude to God for ſending his Son into the 
world, to be born of a virgin, and in a mean 
manger, and all to reſcue me from endleſs woe. O 
that my heart may never for one moment, loſe the 
ſenſe of this great and ineſtimable bleſſing ! 

Thurſday 26. 1 continued in a ſerious frame, 
and found a degree of liberty in prayer. : 

Sunday 29. I was not very well, and ſtayed at 
home with my friend Miſs H— who was in great 
affliction for the loſs of poor, or rather happy, little 
Ned H—, He died of a ſcarlet fever a week ago. 
O that I was as ſafely landed on the happy ſhore! 
But alas! I am ſtill in an evil world, and liable to 
croſſes and temptations: yet liable to fall from 
grace when I get it, and perhaps to be loſt for ever, 
Lord preſerve me; and when I die, O let me die 
unto thee ! | 

Tueſday gi. The Watch-Night was to laſt till 
half paſt twelve : but we came home between ten 
and re 1 would not go to bed till near twelve, 
{pending the time in prayer and meditation, Lord 
make me truly thankful for thy mercy, in bringing 
me to the concluſion of another year, and grant 
that I may ſpend the enſuing year, to the glory of 
thy bleſſed name, through Jeſus Chriſt, ä 

Wedneſday, Jan, 1. I awoke in a lukewarm 
ſtate ; and though I endeavoured to pray, yet it was 
not with that life and fervency I deſired. O how 
many have been cut off the laſt year, and I am yet 


upon praying ground! Lord ſpare me yet another 


year: and O let it be ſpent ſo, as will ſhew me 
my gratitude to thee, for this undeſerved mercy 

Thurſday 2. I was to my great concern overs 
come by a trifling ſpirit, O bow is it that I am ſo 
ſoon off my watch, that the enemy ſo frequently 
gets the better! O God give me, I beſeech thee 
* thy Son's lake, a recollefted, ſerious, praying 
pirit, 2 
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Friday 3. My ſoul was in a more recolledted 
frame than the foregoing day, Lord, make me 
thankful even for this mercv! Set wah 
Saturday 4, I continued much in the fame ſtate 
as the day before, In the evening Mr, R—.; 
Preached on Lam, iii. 22, It ig of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions jail 
not. Had it not been for this, Lord where ſhould 
I and all the rebellious ſons of Adam have been at 
this day! | 
Monday 6, I found my mind in a ſerious frame, 
but it is ſeldom that it continues, O that God 
would make me more ſtable, that I may not be like 
the ſea continually fluctuating, and driven about 
with every wind of temptation; but like the ſun, 
which conſtantly riſes and ſets at the appointed 
times, and never fails to bring a regular command 
of that God who made him, when he ſent him 
forth with a commiſhon to rule the day, and o be 
for ſigns, and for ſeaſons, for days, and for years! 
Tueſday 7. This day I found great enlargement 
in prayer, which made me perform that duty with 
much pleaſure : but when my ſoul is dead, it is a 
moſt burthenſome taſk. | 
\ Thurſday 9. I went to chapel. Mr. R 5 
preached on Pſalm xxxiv, 14, Seck peace and enſue 
it, The ſermon was tedious, and 1 ſo cold, that ! 
was quite tired under it, and found myſelf growing 
impatient. O how ſoon am 1 tired of what is 
700d ! The world are not fo ſoon weary at the play- 
. or in the ball- room, as I am in God's houle, 
and under his word. Truly the children of this 
world are wiſer in their generation, than the chil- 
dren of light, | | 8 8 
Friday 10. I was oppreſſed all this day with 
khat tarmenting paſſion, the fear of death, inſo- 
much that I had not comfort in any thing. I was 
overwhelmed in an inſtant with ſuch horror and 
dread, as plainly told me I was unfit to die; unfit. 
to appear before the awful Judge of your * 
| ea 


wn 4 
dead, O my God, do thou give me the pardon of 
my fins, and remove this bondage, (the fear of 
death) from my conicience! Loid, prepare me, 
make me meet to lee thy face! | 

Saturday 11. At night Mr. M s mide an 
excellent diſcourſe upon the barren fig-tree, Luke 


xiti, 6, 9. I fear this character belongs to me. 
Alas! O may I at laſt bear fruit! 


Tueſday 14. This, as well as the three follow 


ing days, my ſoul feemed to be much in earneſt, 
and pre ſſing forward after the bleſſing; and although 


was much tempted on Friday io anger, yet 1 


found power to 1efilt it, and allo great enlarge= 
ment in praying for faith. O how gracious is 
Cod; Lord, make me truly thankful for thy num. 
perleſs mercies beſtowed on me, the unworthieft 
worm thy hands have made! My uncle preached 
on Iſaiah ii. 19. If ye be willing and obedlient, we ſhall 
eat the good of the land, He ſaid mary people were 
willing enough to be ſaved, but few were willin 

to be ſaved in God's way, which was to confels 
and forlake fin, and turn to God, by uſing all the 
means which he appointed; but I think God has 
brought me lo far, as te make me truly willing to 
be faved in his own way; and were it poſſible to 
be ſ ved in fin, I had rather be ſaved from it; 
heaven would be no heaven io me, while pride, 
anger, and fell. will have poſſe ſſion of my breaſt; 
wherelore Lord, deliver me from the guilt and 


power of theſe things now, and finally deliver me 


from the in-being of them! 


Saturday 18. I ftill found my defires after Gd 


very earneit, and was much enlarged in wreſtlin 
tor the bleſſing, both in private prayer, and under 
the word, In the evening while Mr, M——e was 


Wiſcourhng on thele words, Let him that nameth the | 


name of Chriſt depart from iniquity, 2 | im, ii. 19; I 
found much enlargement in private prayer, In the 
alternoon I was admitted to meet in Band, which 


Fe I found 


for 
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T found bleſt to me, and truſt to find it ſo con 
ſtantly ; as I ſhall, if it is not my own fault, 

Monday 20. I did not find my ſoul ſo much 
alive this day, as I did-all lait week. O what 2 
changeable creature am I ! Never, never, at one 
{tay. Lord ſtrengthen, ſettle, and eſtabliſh me! 

Tueſday 21. Bleſſed be God! He ſought me 
even when I was ſtraying from him, and did not 
ſuffer me long to continue in a lukewarm (late, 
This day he gave me back that. wreſtling ſpirit 
which I had loſt the day before, I can ſay my 
foul is athirſt for God, even for the living God, Þ 
am willing, yea Lord, 1 am deſirous, to forſake all 
my fins, and to retura unto thee. O my God, 
make me in earneſt, and take me for thy child! 
Keep me ! keep me, gracious Lord, and never let 
me go! | 

Wedneſday 22. I till found earneſt deſires, and 
my ſoul to be all on a ſtretch for God, | Lord, 
continue this bleſſing, till thou impart to me that 
which my ſoul defireth, even thy bleſſed (elf ; then 
ſhall I be poſſeſſed of all that is deſirable in earth 
or heaven, | | 
Friday 24. Upon a ſtrict ſelf-examination, I 
truſt I may ſay, I have made ſome progrels in the 
heavenly journey, within theſe laſt three months; 
for I find more power over fin ; even my beletting 
fins have not dominion over me. And if through 
unwatchfulneſs I yield to them, my heart is broken 
on account thereof, and I endeavour to be more 
watchful for the future, I find more delight in 
the ordinances of God, and a more ſtayed, com- 
poſed mind in waiting upon him; and when wan- 
dering thoughts aſſault me, I find power to reſiſt 
them, I have more power to plead the promiſes in 
prayer; my defires are more earneſt, and I have a 
more watchful ſpirit during the day: if I deceive 
myſelf, the Lord knoweth it is not willingly, I 
ſincerely deſire to be tried, and to know the worlt 
of my ſtate, Lord, ſearch well if there be any * 
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of wickedneſs in me, and lead me in the Way 


everlaſting! | | 

Thuriday 30. I was rather cold and dead this 
day. O what is the cauſe of this inſtability! Lord 
ſhew'it to me for Jeſus ſake, though not for mine, 
and make me earneſt! I found my foul fomething 
quickened at night, while my uncle was preaching 
on theſe words, Only believe, Maik: v. 39. 

Friday gi. I was much tempted 10 fretfulneſs 
this morning ; but through mercy was reftrained 
from letting it break out into words or actions: 
thanks be wo God for this; as alſo that I found a 
degree of liberty in prayer. 


9 
Monday 3. When I awoke this morning, I 


found an earneſt deſire to ſpend the day to the 


glory of God. 4 foori found myſelf ſtripped of all 


my ſtrength, anda trifling ſpirit prevailed over me. 
Lord, I bring this beſetting fin to thee: thou 
knoweſt it is my grief, my burden! Lord, give 


me power over it ! | , 


* 


Saturday 8. All this week I have been hindered 
going to chapel by reaſon of a bad cold. And as to 


the ſtate of my ſoul, I know not what to ſay. * 


Sometimes I have been groaning under my unbe- 
lief; ſometimes cold and dead, yet I find a hope 
leſt, that I, even 1, ſhall yet rejoice in the God of 
my ſalvation : yet I ſhall find his favour, and taſte 
an earneſt of eternal bliſs! Amen, Lord Jeſus! 
But Lord, make me in earneſt, make me alive to 
thee! I cannot bear this inſtability, this halting 
between two oninions, Lord, I am convinced 
thou art God! O then let me lerve thee! _ | 
Sunday 9. This morning being hindered attend- 
ing the public means, I ſpent ſome time in private, 
and found the Lord was willing to hear and anſwer 
prayer: for he enlarged my heart in that duty, and 


enabled me to pray with life and fervency ; bleſſed 


be his name! 4 2 
Sunday 16, This day I foutid much ſweetneſs 
and enlargement in private duty, and. my mind was 
r in 
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in ſome meaſure ſtayed on God, O for an heart 
to praiſe and love him for this, and all his mercics! 
The reſt of the week I found my ſoul bleſt at dif- 
ferent times, with a defire to wait upon God in 
private: it was profitable to me; which indeed [ 
need never doubt, ſeeing he has promiſed that they 
that wait upon him ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
Friday 28, When I awoke this morning, I felt 
a thankfulneſs to God for ſafely bringing me to lee 
the end of my fifteenth year, and an earneſt deſiie 
to ſpend the remainder. of a ſhort life to his glory, 
How time flies! It was but the other day ſince l 
was but a little infant, utterly unable to help my- 
ſelf: in this tender ſtate the Lord provided me good 
muy and kind friends, whoſe conſtant care it has 
een, to train me up for heaven, and to dedicate 
me to him betimes, Now I am come to years of 
reaſon, ſhould it not be my one endeavour, my 
conſtant aim to glorify God in my body and in my 
ſpirit, which are his by creation and redemption, 
as allo by the early dedication which my dear pa- 
rents made of me to him? Should I not from my 
heart ratify, and confirm by my own act and deed, 
that which they promiſed on my behalf? Lord, I 
am willing, I am truly willing ſo to do? Jeſus 
Lord, ſend me thine aid, and I will devote myſelf 


—_— * 


to thee, body, ſoul, and ſpirit a living ſacrifice! Lend 


me thine aid, and I will take thee for my Prophet, 


to teach me; my Prieſt to atone for my fins, and 


my King to reign over me! Come, dear Lord, 
and take me for thine own! Thine in time, and 
thine to eternity, | 

Monday g. This week I have been confined by 
a ſevere cold: however I have not been remils in 
Private duties, though I have found little life in 
them. A ſort of ſtupidity has overſpread my mind, 
which has made me unfit for any duty. This 1 can 
account for no other way than by my diſorder, 


which always throws me into this dull En. 0 
. | | o 
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how this vile body weighs down the ſoul! How 
happy are thoſe who are delivered from it! 

Sunday 16. This week, as well as the former, 
] have found my heart as cold, dead, and hard, as 
it was poſſible : nor even has it been broke or ſolt- 
ened while waiting upon the Lord, either in pri- 
vate prayer, or under the word. On Friday even- 
ing a the Watch-night, I found my mind very 
wandering ; but towards the latte end it was more 


compoſed, and I really believe the Lord waited to 


be gracious to me, but my unbelieving heart put the 
blelling away; by thinking I was not worthy; O 
my God, when ſhall I be worthy ! 


Saturday 23. I found my heart greatly melted in 


the afternoon while I was meeting my Band, and 
had ſome liberty afterwards in private prayer; but 
my old companion coldneſs returned in the even- 
ing while Mr, M was preaching on 2 Tim, ii. 
22, Fly alſo youthful luſts. He preached again on 
Monday night, on Heb, vi. 1. | 

Thurſday 27. As we were going to chapel this 
evening, a parcel of genteel well-dreſſed boys ſet 
upon us, throwing dirt in ſuch a manner as almoſt 
blinded us, and hallcoing and hooting after us. O 
what enmity is in the heart of man againſt every 


thing that is good, even when children! O how 
gracious has God been to me, that I never have. 
been taught to deſpiſe and treat any perſon ill, either 


on account of any natural infirmities, or of the re- 
ligion they profeſs! but from my earlieſt infancy 
have I been trained up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord: how will this enhance my con- 


demnation, if I make not a right uſe of theſe 
privileges! 2 


Friday 28. Being Good- Friday, I ſpent more 
time than uſual in reading and N in which 


leſt and enlargede/* 


af 


duty I found my ſoul very much 


Wedneſday, April 2. The Rev, Mr. Weſley gav 
us his company to tea, and afterwards preached on 


Rom, viii, 2. 34+ I found my mind very wan- 


dering. - 
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deting. The next evening he preached - againian 

2 John v. 8, 9, Jeſus faith unto him, Riſe, take up thy 
8 bed, and walk, & c. I found a ble ſſing this even- 
ing, though I ſought it nut as I ought, O what a 

| good God 1s Sort oe 

Friday 4. This day I was very light and trifling; 
but in the afternoon the Lord was again pleaſed to 
ſtir me up, by the means of our maid, who this day 
found the Loſd in communicating with a ſick wo. 
man. O my God! what a flow progrels do I make, 
Others fi1:d Jeſus; but alas! for me, I find him not, 
J was alſo much bleft in the evening while Mr, 
Neſley was preaching on theſe words, John xvii, g, 
This 1s eternal Life, &c. 

Saturday 5. I ſet apart this day, in order to ſeek 
the Lord by prayer and meditation; and although 
I did not find him, ſo as to enable me to rejoice in 
him, as a pardoning God ; yet I found him enlarg- 
ing my heart in prayer, enabling me to plead his 

tomiſes, and to cry to him for mercy, without 
which I clearly ſee I am undone for ever, 


« I give up every plea beſide; - 
Lord, I am damned—but Chriſt has died !” 


Lord, Thou haſt ſaid, I came not to call the riglie. 
ous, but fenners to repentance, I am then one thou 
cameſt to ſave, O ſave me for thy mercy's ſake! 
% No need of thee the righteous have, 

Thou camelt the loſt to ſeek and ſave.” 
1 I found the word very ſweet in .the evening, 
while Mr, Weſley was enforcing the words, Matt. 
_ - Ix. 5, For whether ts eajier to ſay, Thy fins be forgiven 
_— thee ? or to jay, Ariſe and walls s 
| „Sunday 6. This morning 1 found my deſires 
very earneſt for the bleſſing while Mr, IWefley was 
preaching on Iſaiah xxxv. 8, And a highway fhall be 

there, and a way, &c. And allo afterwards while 


he 
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he was adminiſtering the Sacrament, In the even- 
ing 1 was again encouraged to come to the, Lord, 
while Mr. Weſley was inviting us to come andigrink 
of the Water 5 Lie freely. But ſtill I Bache 
ower to accept the invitation, We afterwards 
a comfortable Love feaſt. | en OP 
Sunday 13. I aroſe pretty early, and went to 
the preaching, I afterwards found great ſweetneſs 
in meditating on the love of God to finners, and 
his willingneſs to receive them upon their ſince 
repentance, as alſo in private prayer. TH, 
Monday 14. At night Mr, B—— gave me an 
invitation to meet in his Claſs, which I accepted, 
and found it was good to wait upon the Lord, for 
I was much comforted and refreſhed there. x, 
Wedneſday 16. All this day I was very melan- 
choly, which was chiefly occaſioned by recollecting 
the ſorrowful ſcene I ſaw that day two years; when 
] had the laſt fight of thoſe whom I love as my own 
ſoul, O how many unforeſeen events have hap- 
pened in that time! Some of them have been very 
trying to me, and made me repent e na- 
tive land: yet now I lee they were all working to- 
gether for my good, and I truſt I have no caule to 
repent, ſeeing my ſoul has much proſpered ſince I 


but rather loſt ground, while I was in London an 
Kendal, How wilely does God order all things for 
the benefit of his poor, undeſerving creatures, and 
how ungrateful are we, not to render him the tri- 
bute of an heart and life devoted to his ſervice? - 
Friday 18, Mr. M—— kept a Watch-night, 
and preached» on theſe alarming words. At mide 
nyht there was a cry made: Behold the Bridegroom 


my foul much bleſt under one of his" prayers. 0 
may | have oil in my lamp when the Brise « 

comes, that I may not be ſhut out with the Fog 
Virgins, but enter with the wiſe into the joy ofa 
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Saturday 20. This morning Mr. RL preached 
on thoſe comfortable words of our bleſſed Lord; 
. Him that cometh unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
38 John vii 37. 1 found myſelf much comforted and 

'- encouraged by it to come to the Lord, eſpecially 
when he was inviting the young to come, and-clole 
F806 in with Jeſus. . 

Tueſdey 22. This day I found great back ward. 
neſs to private duty, but was enabled to break 
through and found the Lord was as good as his 
word. They that wait upon him fhall renew their 
n n 
Wedneſday 23. 1 found much ſweetneſs and 
enlargement-in private duty this day, and was in a 
"= mealure bleſt, while meeting my Claſs in the even- 
= ing. O how good is it to draw nigh to God, and 
"0G yet how backward am I fo to do! e 

Friday 23. 1 found myſelf much grieved upon 

account of having given way to levity, O how - 

prone am I to this evil! Lord, help me againſt it, 


991 I fear it will fink me lower than the grave! 1 
= : DB ſpent m } evening comfortably, and I truft profits 
=_ =bly, in reading the Book of Mariyrs, O what did 
—_ they go through for the ſake of their Lord! While 
= I cannot take up the leaſt croſs without murmuring, 


Saturday 26. This day I found great enlarge- 

ment 'in-praying for my friends and relations, as 

alſo for the whole world, and for my own poor 
_ - foul. Lord, help me ever to continue ſo to do 
—_  -.: Herein? -- | 


« 


=_ n 8 
=—_ _ Help me to believe, obey; 
8 lelp me to repent and love; 


Hlelp me to take the bleſſing given, 
Flelp me quite from hell to heaven.” 


” Sunday 27. Mr, M—s preached on Matt, xi. 29, 
39, Take my yoke upon you, &. O what would 1 
pot give to be enabled ſo to do: but alas! as yet ! 
gm like a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke - 9 | 
3 5 * or 
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| 3h 
Lord help me this day to take thy ſweet yoke upon 


me, and learn of thee, fot I am truly convinced © 


that till then, I ſhall never find reſt to my poor 
ſoul. I have no objections to make, take me 481 


am, and let me be thine for ever 
| ot $5: v5 $61 3 
« Take my body, fpirit, ſoul. 


Only thou poſſeſs the whole.“ 


4 | . 
Tueſday 29, 1 went to five o'clock preaching, 
As | went, my heart was raiſed to God, that he 
would pleaſe to bleſs his word to my ſoul; and ink 
deed Mr, M— gave a very profitable diſcourſe, on 
Eph. vi. 10. Lord, help me ſo to put on the whole 
armour of God, that I may be able to withſtand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to ſtand !-+ 
Wedneſday go. I found my heart much broken 
on account of {in this evening in meeting my Claſs, 
Lord, give me a broken and contrite heart, for ſuch 
thou wilt not deſpiſe ! . 
Thurſday, May 1. Going a little earlier than 
uſual to preaching, I took out my little Bible, and 
found a peculiar ſweetneſs in reading the Iv, chaps 
of Iſaiah. e SA 
Friday 2, I found great ſweetneſs in reading and 
prayer, O fora watchful ſpirit to keep it! | 
Saturday g. I had a great ſeriouſneſs and ſolems 
nity upon my mind this morning, which continued 
all day. bleſſed be God. 205 861 | 
Sunday 4. I was much caſt down by hearing 
that my poor Pappa was in a bad ſtate of health} | 
but was comforted by this conſideration, that iT 
made God my Father and my Friend, nothing but - 
E own unfaithfulneſs could ever ſeparate me from 
Im. 1 t 
Monday 5. U roſe this morning with a deſire-to 
ſpend the day to his glory, and; bleſſed be his names * 
he did enable me to keep a recolle&ed ſpirit, ad 
allo to ſeek him in his appointed ways, in doing 
which I found great ſweetneſ es. 
a 3 „ Tue ſday 
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1 For at fuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man 
: +. .Cometh. « | 
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+ Tueſday 6. I was this day much overcome by 
levity, and unprofitable converſation. Lord, give 
me . over this eaſy beſetting ſin. | 

+. Wedneſday 7. I was dilappointed going to 
preaching, which was a croſs to me at firſt; but I 
was ſo bleſt while meeting my Claſs, that the loſy 


was abundantly made up; my heart was ſoftened 


and melted for my paſt offences, and at the ſame 
time a comfortable hope ſprung up, that the Lord 


would have mercy even upon me. 


Friday 9, and Saturday 10, I cannot fay, that 1 
found my ſoul ſo much bleſt thoſe two days, as it 
had been thoſe two preceding. What is the cauſe 
I know not ; but whatever it is, I truſt the Lord 
will diſcover it to me, and remove it. On Satur. 
day evening I was greatly ſhocked at the melan- 
choly account of the death of my two Uncles ; and 
Satan ſtrongly ſuggeſted that my dear Pappa would 
ſoon follow: this hindered me from ſleeping great 

art of the night, Every ſuch alarming Providence 
Id loudly found in our ears, Be ye aljo ready, 


Sunday 11, I broke the matter to my. couſin by 
degrees, thinking it would ſhock her, to tell it to 


her at once, But O how her cries and lamenta- 


tions pierced my heart! I endeavoured to comfort 
her, but all in vain: all her cry was, If ſhe did but 
know his foul was happy, then ſhe ſhould be ealy, ' 


At laſt ſhe ſeemed to take ſome comfort in the con- 


ſideration, that he had religious friends about him 
In his illneſs. Surely it is a grievous thing to loſe a 
tender parent, O may I not by my fins, provokes 


_ God to lay the ſame afflictiom upon me, Alas! it 


would be a heavy ſtroke! I know not how I 
ſhould bear it: I fear I ſhould murmur againſt the 
hand that inflicted it, unleſs preſerved therefrom 
by the reſtraining grace of Got, My mind was 
now far from the comfortable frame it was in the 


laſt week: it was ſo confuſed, that I could not for 
„ | | One 
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one quarter of an hour keep it ſtayed on God, Buy * 2 
notwithſtanding this, I took up my croſs, and uſed 1 1 
private prayer conſtantly, Indeed I was often 
tempted to think, I had better let it alone, for $f * 1 
was only mocking God by drawing near to him 
with my lips, while my heart was far from him. 1 9 
this was the caſe, it was not with my deſire or ap- + 
robation, the Lord knoweth 1 would have prayed 
en if L could, I would fain have my lips, and 
heart, and life go together in his ſervice ;/ and 
therefore ſince he has put this dehre into my heart. 
he will gractouſly pardon what has been amiſs, and 
enable me to do better for the future. __ ! 1577 
Thurſday 22. This morning I went to my aunt 
B-——'s, where I ſpent the day very agreeably. Ia 
the evening I was much bleſt, while my uncle 
was preaching on John i. 11, 12. He came unto his 
own, but his own received him not: but as many as . | 4 
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the ſons of. 2 
God, Sc. O would he now himſelf impart, that! 
may become a child of God?! ant ab ae3 Mi 
Sunday 25. In the evening Mr. M——< made 
ſweet diſcourſe on Acts xvi. go, Sirs what muſt" I do 
to be ſaved ? Indeed I thought I had the- power 
believe; I found the bleſſing nigh, but O my faith. 
leſs heart drew back and loſt the preeious pearl. 
Unbelief again prevailed, and left me a helpleſs, 
but bleſſed be God, not a hopeleſs ſinner. I ttt 
have a hope, and I truſt it is not. the hope of an 
hypocrite, ITS ! » ne 
Thurſdav 29. This day L was much beſet by 
wandering thoughts, and to my grief and ſhame, 
yielded but too much to them, Hd long ſhall vain 
thoughts, which are often the forerunners of vain © 1 
words, lodge within me! O for power to reß rf 
and overcome! | r 
Saturday 31. I found. great power 
that evil, with which I have been d beſet, 
bleiſed be God. „ d WEED + 
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Sunday, June 1. This morning my foul was ih 
a2 meaſure bleſt while Mr, K—s was ſhewing how 
"Sa we had deſtroyed ourſelves, from Hoſea xiii, 
He had not time to ſnew us where our help lay: 
but bleſſed he God, he has ſhewed this to me: may 
I ſeek for it where only it can be found, In the 
ee.uyening I was ſtirred up to aſk the bleſfing, and! 
6 truſt with ſome importunity. 
1 Monday 2. This morning my ſoul was exceed. 
_ ingly bleſt while Mrs, L—— was ſpeaking to me, 
encouraging me_to come, and lay hold of the blef. 
ſitig, aſſuring me, that even now the Lord was wil. 
= ling to impart it. My defires were alfo very ſtrong 
1 in the afternoon ; although I was in company, and 
the converſation not very edifying ; ſo gractous'was 
the Lord to me, . . 
Tueſday 3. I ſound my ſoul exceedingly bleſt 
this day, eſpecially in the evening: ſuch hope 
-and confidence I had that the Lord would reveal 
'himſelf, that I had no doubt of it, and ſuch a ſweet 
calm was upon my ſpirit till I went to bed, as 1 
never experienced before. I was alſo me; encou- 
raged by accidentally opening the Bible upon theſe 
words, Then fhall we know, if we follow on to know 
_ the Lord. Amen, let it be according to thy word, 
Lord Jeſus! | 
bs . © Wedneſday 4. I experienced a meaſure of the 
ame confidence as the night before, Lord, con- 
m_ + tinue it, and alſo increaſe it, fo that I may never 
doubt more! : | 
"Thurſday 3. I was not altogether in ſuch a 
Tweet frame as the two preceding days; neverthe- 
leſs my mind was ſtayed on God, and my deſires 
earneſt for the bleſſing, while my uncle was dil- 
edurſing upon theſe words, Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh, Luke xiii. 5, | 
Friday 6. My mind was diſtracted with wan- 
dering thoughts, but the gracious Lord ſoon gather- 
ed them in again, and I experienced a ſweet calm 


| , upon my ſpirit, and liberty in Prayer. 


" "= 


Sunday 


* 8 


crament, but there being none, we had a ſermon 
on Gal. vi. g. It was a very pretty diſcourſe, ſhew- 
ing what well-doing was; but Wan of a change 
of heart was mentioned. O thought I, how many 
go thus far, and periſh at laſt! Lord, let me not be 
one of this number! ne" EO oe 

Monday 9. This afternoon we ſet out for Eaton, 


to ſee Lord Groſeenor's gardens; they are the moſt. 


elegant and pleaſant J ever ſaw, I do not find the 
ſight of ſuch things to draw my mind from God; 
but am rather led to meditate on the vanity cf all 
worldly enjoyments, and to defire to have ſubſtan- 
tial pleaſures, even thoſe which are af God's right 
hand; The reſt of the week, my mind was in 


much confuſion, by reaſon of removing; but ill 


have found power to be conſtant in private duty, 
and to refiſt all temptations to the contrary, B 
thus doing, I was enabled to keep a greater wett 
over my words, and thoughts, and to avoid my be- 
ſetting evil, levity, O Lord, make me truly 
thank ful. A rope ns, 
Monday 16, I was much caft down, by receiy. 
ing a letter from my dear Mamma, containing a 
melancholy account of the ſitustion of my. dear 


ä Toned 
Sunday 8. I went to Church expeRng the'Sa- 


Pappa's health: but in the midſt of my anxiety, I 
found a great confidence in God: fo that moſt of - 


my une#afineſs was upon his account, Lord, 


ſtrengthen, comfort, and e bleis him for Jeſu's fake! 


The two 1 days my mind was much hur. 
ried by the confuſior | | 
theleſs I have been conſtant in private 


2 duty, and 
have generally found it good to draw ni 


gh to God. 


O what a God have we to deal with, and yet 1 
cannot find a heart to love him! Lord, ſoften this 


love thee; 


obdurate heart, and give me an heart to 
for this thou knowelt is all my defire ! 


Tueſday 24. All this week 1 have been in a 


very diſagreeable frame, being neither in earneſt. 
for my ſoul, nor quite forgetful of it, 1 have been 


conſtant 


10n the houſe has been in; never 
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cConſtant in private duties, though I am often fears 
ful that I am only drawing nigh to God with my | 
| lips; but on Saturday, my ſoul was much ble} 
pnder Mr, R—'s preaching : his text was in Rom, 
vi. 17, 18. And 9 children then heirs, &c. My de. 
Ites were exceedingly earneſt to be made a par. 
taker of thoſe glorious privileges of the Song of 
God; O Lord, when ſhall 1 be one of thy 
children? o _ | 
Sunday 29. In the morning Mr. R—'s text was, 
in Rom, viii. 32, He that ſpared not his own Son, &c, 
O theſe encouraging, thele heart-reviving words! 
Why, O my ſoul, art thou ſo back ward to believe 
the promiſes of God ? Surely he is not a man, that 
- can deceive thee. O then believe the record true! 
Then, and not till then, ſhalt thou experience real 
1 1 
Monday, July 7. All this week my ſoul has been 
cold and dead, and I (to my ſhame and grief) have 
been too negligent in private duties, How truly 
may it be ſaid, the way of fin is down hill, I was 
hindered from prayer one day at my uſual hour, 
and almoſt every day afterwards, ſomething hap» , 
pened juſt at that time to keep me from that duty, 
» I obſerve that if I neglect it one day, I am ſure to 
do the ſame for ſeveral days running. Lord, he 
me to be watchful, ſeeing my ſubtle adverſary 1s 
ever watching to betray me into ſin, either of omil- 
fion or commiſſion ! | 
Sunday 13. I found a ſmall degree of life in 
private prayer, which was the only duty I was 
quickened in this day. Lord, help me out of this 
ſtupid ſtate! On Thurſday evening my uncle 
preached on Matt. xiii. 46, Who when he had found 
one pearl of great price, &c. O that the Lord would 
enable me inſtantly to part with all, and purchale 
this pearl! All this week my ſoul has been in the 
ſame lukewarm ſtate, and yet generally quickened 
in private prayer, eſpecially one evening I had ſuch | 
r a dilcovery | 
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2 diſcovery of the love of God to finners, that 
was almoſt enabled to believe he died for me. | 
Sunday 20. This morning Mr. M — gave us 
a ſweet dilcourſe on 2 Pet. i. 4, Whereby are given 


unto us exceeding great promiſes, &c. I found my 
ſoul bleſt under 1t, and afterwards at the Sacras 


ment in St. John's church, bleſſed be God, He 


likewiſe met me in the evening while Mr, M—— 
was diſcourſing on Rom. iv. 5. | 


Monday 21. I was too negleRful of private duty 


this day, and therefore it is no wonder if my foul 
was dry and barren in other duties, While 'we 
were at preaching in the evening, my dear friend 
Miis D-— arrived from Ireland, I was much 
rejoiced to ſee her, and ſhe ſeemed to be ſo at ſee- 
ing me, May we all at laſt meet round our Father's 
throne, , | | f 
Tueſday 22. My foul was much ſhut up in 
prayer, When ſhall I find free acceſs to the r 
and be enabled to call Jeſus mine, my Lord, and 
my God ?P E : 
Friday 25. In the afternoon we walked to Crifs 
lington, and went to ſee the Rector's garden, wha 
is for ever altering it; after being at great expence 
to have it done to his mind, {till it does not pleaſe 
him, O how reſtleſs is the mind of man! Ever 
ſeeking after reſt, he cannot find it nigh, nor ever 
will till he finds it in Jeſus, 5 
Friday, Auguſt 1, The ſtate of my ſoul this 
week has been much as uſudl. O that the Lord 


, 


would ſtir me up! That he would make me in care | 


neſt, and then I ſhould ſoon attain the prize. I 
ſhall one day periſh by the band of fin, unleſs a 
miracle of mercy interpoſe. Lord, ſave, or periſh} 
Save, or I muſt inevitably fall a prey to the evil 
that lies in this rebellious heart! © n 
Sunday g. I found myſelf much encouraged 
while Mr. G—k was deſcribing the reſt that re- 
mained to thoſe who were ſeekers after God: © 
that I might include myſelf in that number! but I 
ſometimes. 


a 


419 


ſometimes fear even this appellation does not hes 
long to me. Lord, ſuffer me not to deceive myſelf 
for thy mercy's ſake. #167 BE: | 

Tueſday 5, My poor heart {till continued dead; 
no life, no power in drawing near to God, Still 
my foul is as a barren wilderneſs. Lord, water me 
with the dew of thy grace! then the wilderneſs 
will become a fruitful land, ana the deſart ſprings 
of water. „ 
Wedneſday 6. My heart was in a ſmall degree 
melted this day in meeting my Band. Lord, ſoften 
it more and more! | ; 
Sunday 10. In retirement, both before and after 
preaching, I found my ſoul greatly led out to pray 
for faith, for myſelf, and my dear parents; and a 
meaſure of confidence, that God would hear my 
prayer: but alas for me! in the afternoan, levity 
àgain prevailed, and I loſt both the confidence, and 
power to pray for it. a | 


EIS a) Be 
Sunday 17, Mr. M—r preached on Acts xxiv. 


16, Herein I exerciſe myſelf, to have a conſcience void 
of offence towards God, and towards man. On his 
mentioning his going away, I could not forbear 


durſting into tears : I am ſure all the people [would 


they ſpeak the truth impartially) muſt acknowledge 
he has exerciſed himſelf to have a conſcience void 
of offence, | LE 

Wedneſday 20. In the evening Mr. M—r gave 


us a ſweet diſcourſe on Col. iii. 11. But Chriſt is 


all, and in all. My concern at parting with him, 
Role away all the benefit that I might have reaped 
from the ſermon. Alas! that I ſhould be ſofooliſh 
as to look more to the ſervant than io his Lord, and 
think, becauſe he is going away, I ſhall never more 
be bleſt under preaching ; as if God could not bleſs 
me, as well by one as another, Lord, 1 beſeech 
thee, to forgive this ſin ! WEE ha 

- Thurſday 21. This morning I aroſe to hear Mr. 
Mes laſt diſcourſe, which was very affecting, and 
drew tears from many eyes. I found much 1 


or 


2 


for lamentation, that I had not profited more by 


| have the ſame complaint to make, when we part ; 


- 


| * ; | 
(9 ) AS 


him, and a determined reſolution to ſet out afreſh. 
in the ſtrength of divine grace, 'that I may not 
with the next. Lord ſtrengthen this reſolution? 
Sunday 24, I was ſome part of this day employed 
in reading Mr, Morgan's Crucified Feſus, O that I 
could copy after my afflicted, ſelf. denying Maſter? 
He never ſought to pleaſe himſelf; butalas forme! 
how ſeldom is it I ſeek to pleaſe any other! Lord, 
forgive me! Let me learn to deny myſelf; take up 
my croſs, and follow thee! | 5 
Thurſday 28. In the evening Mr, 7—, who is 
the Aſſiſtant, preached his firſt ſermon on 1 Cor- iii. h 
22, All are yours, I think him a good Preacher -I 
but 1 cannot yet give up Mr, M— for any other, 
Friday 29. Mr, G—4 preached on 1 Cor, i. 3. 
Je preach Chriſt crucified, It was a good ſermon, 3 
but | thought ſo much of Mr. M—, that I was quite 
tired becauſe it was not him. Lord, forgive my too 
great attachment to the creature, and fix my heart 
more upon the Creator! © | 3 
Sunday gi. This morning Mr. Gd preached. 
from Hol. vi. 1, Come let us return to the Lord, Ec. 
He ſpoke exactly to the ſtate I ſeemed to be in, 
and I was determined to ſet this day apart, to exa= 7 
mine myſelf, and to ſeek the Lord in good earneſt, © © 
But as ſoon as I came home, Satan prepared ſome- 4 
thing to draw my mind off, and render me unfit 
tor any duty, whether reading, praying, or any 
thing elle, Lord, make me more careful for the 
time to come, that I may not eaſily let flip the 
things which I have received! 32 
Tueſday, Sept. 2. My ſoul was in a meaſure 
bleſt in meeting Claſs, and I found a reſolution to 
let out afreſh, Lord, let it not prove abortive” as 
all others have done, but do thou bring it to good 
effect for thy mercy's ſake! © EE 1 
Wedrieſday 3. I think this day I found more 
ſolidity, and not ſo much levity of ſpirit as 1 d, | 
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the day before, I alſo found my ſoul in a meaſure 
8 both in private prayer, and in | meetin 
and; for which undeſerved mercies, Lord make 
me truly thankful, and let me ſhew my gratitude 
by endeavouring to retain, and improve me, that 
ſo I may have more! er 
Sunday 2. I have found no life this day in any 
duty. In Got, ſuch an inactivity of ſoul has crept 
* me, as I cannot account for; Lord quicken 
me! ä a 
Friday 12. In the evening at preaching, I found 
my ſoul in a {mall degree quickened. Lord, con- 
tinue even this ſpark, and blow it into a flame! 
Monday 15. I met our Claſs, to renew the 
Tickets; but I miſſed Mr. M—r's lively manner of 
examining and exhorting each one, according to 
their various ſtates. e 
Sunday 21. I went to the Sacrament at St, 
488 church : but all the time I. Was there, I was 
o beſet with a particular temptation, that I had 
bard work to keep from yielding to it, In the 
evening Mr. Ju preached and met the Society; 
but ſadly miſled Mr. M—'s cloſe and ſweet applica - 
tions and ex hortations, which under God were ex- 
ceeding profitable to me. This week my poor un- 
ſtable mind has been much toſſed with vain and 
wandering thoughts. O when ſhall my heart and 
treaſure be laid up in heaven! Then, and not till 
then, will my mind alſo be fixed, ſtedfaſtly fixed 
in that thrice happy place. I have alſo been diy 
and dead under eveiy means, which indeed is no 
wonder, when foonſh thoughts are given way 103 
they neceſlarily damp the work of God in the ſoul, 
Lord, make me more watchfull - © 
Sunday 28, I ſpent the day comfortably, and 
found a degree of (weetneſs in prayer. O for a 
thankful heart! * > i 
Thurſday, Oct. 10. This day being the Quar- 
terly Meeting, we had a number of ſtrange Preachers 
in town; and in the evening one Mr. &—* 
| — preached 
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reached, IIe is not à very connefted. Prescher, 
bor one of the moſt lively and powerful that I ever 
heard, I was more ſtirred up and quickened under 


this ſermon, than I have been for months before, 


There ſeemed to be an awful folemnity, reſting ; 


upon the whole congregation, | 


Monday 26. In the evening it rained” much py N 


but I ventured out, and was well paid for ſo do- 
ing, by Mr. s diſcourſe upon 1 Cor. vi. 11, 
But ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Ngſus, Sc. 

Sunday, Nov. 2. I went to the Sacrament at 


4 


Trinity church, but found no particular blefling in 


that ordinance, or indeed any other; my mind 
being much exerciſed, as it had been great part of 
the laſt week, in which nothing ſeemed ſweet or 
profitable to me, but private prayer, | * 
Sunday 9. All this week my mind has been 
much diverted from God, by a circumſtance which 
belel me, not very pleaſing to fleſh and blood. 
Lord, give me wiſdom, grace, and prudence to 
guide me through the trials I am liable to meet with 
here! And O at laſt receive my poor ſoul to the 
peaceful haven of everlaſting reſt; where all the 
itorms of this tumultuous life are over, and all is 
quietneſs and aſſurance for ever! | 5 


I think he is one of the moſt agreeable men T 


Monday 17. Mr. n dined with us this day: 5 
know, On Thurſday evening my uncle preached - 


upon Matt, xx, ga, hat will ye that I all do unto 


ou. My ſoul was more bleſt under this diſcourſe, 


than under any ſince Mr. St preached. In the 
application, he. defired each to aſk their own ſoul, 


What is my moſt prevailing defire ? | Riches, hos: 
hour, or pleaſure ? But my heart rejected all theſe, - 


and replied, | * 
None but Chriſt to me be given, 
None but Chriſt in earth or heaven,” 
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er 2g. I found my foul much equickanadi in 
-private duty to-day, O how good 1s:it\to-drayw 
-nigh.to God, and yet how, loath amb to do it! 
Sunday go. In reading the Scripture, and one 
of the volumes of the Library, found a degree of 
enlargement, and alſo in private prayer, data 
had felt a great back wardneſs to it. 
Tuelday, Dec. 2. After I was in bed, my mind 
Was much employed in medilating on death, and 
the vanity of all earthly. things, occaſioned by 
hearing that poor Mils L——y was ex!remely ill, 
whom I had, ſeen in perfect health the laſt Friday. 
0 may L {pend every moment of life in preparing 
for a never-ending eternity! 
Sunday 7. In none of the duties ks the day did 
1 find any life; my ſoul was a barren wilderneſs 
unwatered with the dew of heaven. Lord, how 
long! When ſhall I taſte and ſęe that the Lotdiis 
enn by his giving even to me the knowledge 
ol. ſalvation by the remiſſion of my ſins! Monday 
evening Mr. Z—n preached. on Matt, ix, 12, They 
tat be whole need 6+: a. phyfuctan, ' but they that are 
Het. Lord Lam ſick, fick of fin, and truly lick of , 
elf. Lord, heal me; be chou my phy and! 
ſhall need no other! 
Sunday 14. Mr. -n preached this morning, 
upon Ileiah Iv. 1, Ho, every one that  thirſteth, &c. 
Lord, I do in ſome meaſure thirſt, O give me 0 
drink of this living Water! I was ſo affected when 
I came home, at hearing that poor Miſs L was 
not likely to recover, that I.could not read or pray 
as I defired; but I found many ſerious, and I truſt 
Profitable reflettions. O may this Providence be 
productive of good to my ſoul, and to the ſouls of 
All her friends and relations, to whom it will: cer- 
tainly be an afflicting ſtroke, if it pleaſe God to 
e her ſoul at this time! On Monday even- 
„at four o'clock, it pleaſed God to take to him- 
Tel the ſoul of my dear Mifs L-—y. Although 1 
Lound the affection I had for her in her l, 
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for the hour to come; wherein 1 alſo ſhall be re» 
leaſed and carried by the angels into Abrakam'”s - 


boſom, where I ſhall be eternally happy in the en- 
jovment of his love, who lived and died for me, a 


poor miferable fianer. But afterwards I found nas 
ture recoil, and had the cruelty to think; that could 
a wiſh reſtore her to her aged parents, particularly 
her poor-diftra&ed mother, 1 ſhould be tempted to- 
do it, But, O bleſſed be God! nothing, nothing 


can lecal us, when once we are landed on the 


happy ſhore, Lord, grant that Whenever death 
calls me henee, I may be prepared to meet it! Let 


this King of Terrors be changed into the Prince of 


Peace! Let the ſting of death be drawn; and O 
rious grave! | DFT. Th 
Thurſday 16. This day, 1, with my aunt, Mrs, 

L—, and Miſs H, were invited to the'funeral of 
Miſs L£—y-2 the two former declined gol 
Mils H and I accepted the invitation'; and with” 
four other young women were her bearers, O0“ 
what an impreſſion did this folemn ſcene make on 
my now thoughtful mind, to ſee her, whom not 
three weeks ago, I had ſeen in all the bloom and 


vigour of youth, now cut down, and her ſweet” 
egreeable tabernacle conſigned to the filent grave! 
Lord, thought I, how loun may this be my caſe; 


how ſoon may ! alſo be cut down in the mothing 
of my life, and my parents alſo be lamenting my 
untimely end! And am I ready? Can I fay with 


an a{ſured confidence, O death, where 1s thy ſtingy... © 


O grave, where ig thy victory? Alas, Alas l it is not 
io with me! The approach of this formidable foe 
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28 rong as ever, I eould not ſhed a tear; when F 
firſt heard of her departure; 1 had ſuch a ſight of _ 
her in glory, that inſtead of wiſhng. her bark, 1 
almoſt rejoiced at her happy: ehange, and longed 


0 
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give me a victory over the now terrible and vitte«- * 


makes me tremble! O ſuffer me not to reſt in this 


ſtate, but enable even me to look With ttiumph on 


the mouldering tomb! CC 
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Sunday 21. I did not go out in the morning, but 
I ſpent the day very comfortably, finding great 
ſweetneſs in prayer, and much ſeriouſneſs; and ſoli- 
dity upon my mind all the day, The two follow. 
ing days alſo my mind was much buſted about the 
things of eternity, and my own latter end. 

Thurſday 25. (Being Chriſtmas Day) In the 
evening my uncle preached with much life and 
power, on Luke ii. 10, Behold I bring you good td. 
 zngs of great joy. The enemy ſtirred up the mob tg 
make a great diſturbance while we were ſinging the 
laſt hymn! but in ſpite of them, we concluded 
finging, and aſter waiting ſome minutes they were 
diſperied, and we returned home in peace, 

Friday 26. This day, and the next, my ſoul was 
not in fo ſweet a frame as a few days before: it 
might be occaſioned partly from a violent cold, 
which weighed down my body very much. 0 
happy day! when the ſoul ſhall be releaſed 'from 
its priſon, and freed from its bodily chain; when 
the diſembodied fpirit ſhall be received with ſhouts 
of joy, into the paradiſe of God! 1 

Sunday 28. This morning the family went to 
the houſe of God, but a violent cold confined me 
at home; however, the Lord was preſent there 
alſo, for my iuut was greatly refreſhed in private 
duty. Indeed all the day I found great ſweetneſs 
and comfort in my foul, though my cold unfitted 
me for any ſet waiting upon God, | 
Monday 29. My ſoul {till continued in a ſett- 
ous frame. | 
Wedneſday 31. This night I determined to fit 
up till I had begun the New-Year, which I accord- 
ingly did, ſpending the time in reading, medita- 
tion, and prayer, and I found it comfortable and 
profitable to wait upon God in the ſtillneſs of the 
night, O may the reſolutions which I this night 
made, be brought to good effect! 
Thuriday, Jan. 8, 1767, This day, bleſſed be 
God, my ſoul was much alive, and my deſires and 
| expectations 


Sb 5 
expectations quickened by hearing that Mrs. M-, 
a perſon in our Ces, had found the peace of God, 
1 found much attention and {weetnels likewile un- 
der Mr. R—'s {ermon in he evening. | 
Saturday 10. Mr, R— preached upon Iſaiah 
xh}iiz 25, 26. I. even I am he that blotteth out thy - 
tranſrrffions for mine own jake, My loul was in a 
Waiting, expecting frame, Lord, how long ſhall it 
be ere thou ſatisfſy my longing heart with thy love, 
the thing J defire above all others! I can truly lay, .. 


„ ()f all thou haſt in earth or heaven, 
Let love alone be mine,” | 


Sunday 11, We went to Church, bat being dife - 
appointed of the Sacrament, we had a ſermon on 
Ecctef, ix, 10. It was an exceeding pretty dil- 
courſe, but not a word of Chriſt in it. The Minil- - 
ter exhorted us to improve our time in works of 
piety, charity, and the duty of our reſpettive call- 
ings, but never told us how we were to be en- 
abled to do all theſe things, preſuming, 1 ſuppoſe, .. 
that his auditory needed no ſuch information. To- 
wards the latter end he allowed us a little innocent 
diverhon; and concluded with ſaying, that by a di- 
ligent improvement of out time in all the duties he 5 
had recited, we ſhould recommend ourſelves to - 
God, and be accounted worthy to be admitted inis 
heaven, 1 found much thankfulneſs that I was 
better infirufted, I was at preaching in the follow- 
ing fortnight but twice: all this time I was ſome- 
times in earneſt, then too careleſs, Lord pardon - 
what is paſt, and O let me for the future give all 
diligence to make my calling and election lure ! 

Sunday 25, I did not go out in the morning, 
but I fpent the time very comfortably, in reading 
the bleſfed word of God; and in the aſternoon 1 
read Mr, Hervey's Meditations, which are allo ex- 
ceeding ſweet and profitable, 
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Sunday, Feb. 1, I went to the-Sacrament this 
day at Trinity Church, This being the place where 
the remains of my dear Miſs L—y were depoſited, 
it brought many ſerious reflections, but they did 
not draw. me off the duty in which I was more im- 
mediately engaged, For this week paſt I have at 
times found a mealure of ſeriouſneſs and enlarge. 
ment in private duty. I ſcarcely know what ſtate 
my ſoul has been in this fortnight paſt, not having 
had time to write, I fear I am falling into the 
former Laodicean ſpirit, Lord Jeſus quicken me: 
O ſave me for thy mercy's ſake! 

Saturday 28. This being my birth-day, I would 
have ſpent it in retirement, but was prevented; 
however I ſpent two hours herein exceeding com- 
| fortably, O may I ſpend each day and moment in 
the ſervice of him, who has lo graciouſly preſerved 
me to this time! Surely it is of the Lord's mer- 
cies that I have not long ſince been conſumed, be- 
cauſe his tender compaſſions fail not. 

Sunday, March 8. My heart was much drawn 
towards God this morning, both before and at 
Church, Friday evening a young Stranger who 
appeared quite illiterate, agreeably ſurpriſed us 
with a connected, ſenſible, and profitable diſcourſe, 
on, Behold God is my ſalvation. O when ſhall I 
experimentally ſay thele words! Lord, why not 
now ? | 

Sunday 15. I ſpent the morning very comfort- 
ably in reading the Scripture with Mr; IWeſley's 
Notes; in the afternoon Mr, Hervey's ſweet Medi- 
| tations on the Starry Heavens, I found my foul in 
a ſerious, thoughtful frame, till I was diſcompoſed 
by a trifling incident, | | 

Sunday 22. I ſpent part of the morning in writ- 
ing out an account of Miſs JH——'s death, which 
quickened my deſire to live her life, that I might 
dic her death, = | 

Sunday 29. 1 found my ſoul much led out in 
prayer, even while I was reading, as I did 9 
. a | the 
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the latter end of the laſt week; bleſſed be God 


for it. 

Sunday, April 3. I was greatly « diſtreſſed at 
Church, and aftewards, upon account of my fins, 
and at times was even ready to believe that the Lord 
would caſt me off for ever, All 1 could ſay was, 


« Guilty I ſtand before thy face, 
I feel on me thy wrath abide, 
is juſt the ſentence ſhould take place, 
'Tis juſt but O thy Son had died!“ 


In the evening we had a profitable and lively. 
I.ove-feaſt, at which my poor ſoul found {ome re- 
freſhment, O may it be daily fed with the bread 
of life} RG 


6 This manna to my ſoul be given, 
Sent from the Tree of Liſe in heaven,” 

Friday 17. This day being Good-Friday, we 
went to the Sacrament at the Cathedral; but in no 
means, whether public or private, was my foul 
bleſt, though I found great attention to the ſermon 
preached by Mr, G—d in the evening, upon the 
words with which our once dying, though now 
ever living Saviour cloſed his ſuffering, painful 
life! It is finiſhed, John xix. 30. Amazing truth! 


„% Twere bold to think it true, 
If not far bolder ſtill to diſbelieve“ — 


That the Author and Poſſeſſor of Life eternal, 
ſhould bimſelf become a prey to death! And for 
whom ? For angels? No, when they left their firſt 
and bleſt eſtate, it was irzetrievably loft, - For his 
friends? No, but for enemies, for rebels, for vile = 
apoſtates, for ungrateful finners! Well might the 3 = 
Apoſtle cry out, “O the length and breadth, the 4 
depth and heigat of this ſtupendous love!“ This 


day 
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day was the ſad anniverſary on which I parted ſtom 
the tendereſt, the beſt of parents, and took a long, 
if not the laſt farewelt of my native lend; whether 
I ſnall ever ſee that, or my deareſt patents 'mote, 
the Lord knoweth. 


«& But O may we all meet on that pe-ceful ſhore, 
Where pain, and death, and parung are no more,” 


Sunday, May 3. For this fortnight my ſoul has 
been in general in a-lifelels, inactive frame; and! 
have found little bleſſing in env means, except 
morning private prayer; in this I have been fle. 
quently quickened and refreſhed. 

Sunday 24, Bleſſed be God, I found my ſoul 
refreſhed in private prayer this day, but I Had hard 
work in the evening to keep my mind ſtayed on 
God, and attentive to the ſermon. N th 

Tueſday 26. My ſoul was very cold and dead 
all day, but at the Glaſs meeting, I found my de- 
kres greatly quickened; elpectaliy curing the laſt 
prayer, This l:i{ted all the evening: O way it ſtiil 
continue! Loid, let not my foohin heart rob me 
of the bleſſing ! | 

Sunday, June 7, I went to the Sacrament this 
morning at the Cathedrai, but found no particular 
bleſſing, though my heart wes atte: wards refreſhed, 
While waiting upon God in privaie duties, 

Sunday 14, My ſoul was much blelt in private 
prayer this morning, but the reſt of the day I was 
to weighed down with drowtlineſs, that I could 
icarce read or pray with any latisfeQlion ; however, 
my mind was in a ſerious freme moſt of the day. 

Sunday 21, 1 went to the Sacrament at Werburgh's 
Church, aud found my heart affected with a lively 
ſenfe of God's love to my foul, in ſending his Son 
to die for me, O that this his love might {tir me 
up to love him again; for although he is in himſelf 
altogether lovely, yet nothing but a deep heart-ſelt 
conviction, that Jeſus loved me, and gave a | 

| ur 


1 


for me, can induce us to love him again. But ah! 


* 


I cannot, cannot love, ” 
% This is my ſhame, my grief, my hell, 
I do not love the bleeding Lamb; 
The Lamb that loved my foul fo well, 
This is my grief, my hell, my ſhame,” 


Sunday 28, In private prayer this morning, my 
ſoul was greatly bleſt, and I found ſweet enlarge» 
ment in playing for the bleſſing, both for myſelf, 
and for my deareſt parents; likewiſe Il found liberty 
to -ray for all my relations and friends, for the 
church, and for all the world, Bleſſed be the Lord 
tor this undeſerved mercy! In the evening I was 
ſtirred up by Mr. G—'s diſcourſe, from Heb. ii. 3, 
How fhall we-eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation ? 
Lord, how ſhall I elicape! Only by flying to the 
wounds of Jeſus; that is-the only city of refuge, 
O may I eſcape thither, as Lot did to Zoar, ere the 
_ of divine vengeance be poured on this guilty 

cad, . F 

Monday, July 6. My mind was much diſtreſſed 
this day, by that fear which love alone caſts out, 
(the fear of death.) What particularly brought me 
to reflect upon it at this time, was a dream which 
Mrs, Lr had had concerning me; at firſt I, prayed 
earneſtly that the Lord would {pare my life, being 
exceſiively frightened at the thought of dying: but 
alterwards I began to conſider, what if my requeſt 
[10uld be granted in wrath, as the Iſraelites prayed 
lor meat! What would become of me then! Per- 
hapsthe Lord ſees, if I live I ſhall diſhonour him; 
be a ſcandal to my profeſſion; a reproach to the 
people among whom I am; and a grief to my pa- 
rents, Now if the Lord ſhall take me from the 
evil to come, ſhould prevent me from doing, as well 
as ſuffering evil, by taking me to himſelf, what 
caule of complaint ſhould I have? Surely none, 
way it would be matter of rejoicing to all eternity: 

. belides, 


(I 
beſides, ſhould none of theſe things happen, hat 
weile | ſure of gliding through this world eafily and 
pleaſantly ! would it not be better to reach the de. 
itined haven, without putting to lea at all; or at 
leaſt with a very ſhort, and as yet a pleaſant pal. 
ſage? Did any ever think it was too oo to g0 to 
heaven? Surely no. No ſuch complaints were 
ever made by one ſoul that got thither at all. But 
alas! I am unwilling to part with life, becauſe, I 
know not where L ſhall go. O! 


« Who can tell me whether this ſtrife, 
In heaven or hell ſhall end? 


Lord, ſhall my ſoul be carried by angels into Abra. 
ham's bolom, or hurtied by fiends into endlels tor. 
ments! Lord, it is true, I am a great ſinner ; but 
Jeſus is an Almighty Saviour! Lentirely renounce 
all dependance upon myſelf. : 


„ This all my hope, and all my plea, 
For me the Saviour died,” 


Yes, my deareſt Jeſus, thou didſt die for me; then 
I may be {aved. Lord, I believe ; help thou mine un- 
belief. In the evening Mr, H—n gave an account 
of the life and death of Mr, P“ G—&, an eminent 
and uſeful Preacher; and then gave out theſe lines, 
in which 1 joined with my whole heart: 


O may we thus our parting breath, 
Into the Saviour's hand retign 7 
O Jeſus let me die his death, 
And let his latter endl be mine.“ 


We came home twenty minutes before ten, and ! 
fell alleep with the ſame ſerious impreſſions on my 
ſpirit, which allo laſted moſt part of the next day, 
and for ſeveral days after, 

Sunday 19. I was not remarkably bleſt in any 
duty this day, (private prayer excepted.) | 


Sunday, ; 


r 
Sunday, Aug. 2. In the evening Mr. Ft touk © 


his leave of us from the words in Luke iv. 42, And 
he ſaid I muſt go and preach the kingdom of God to 
other cities alſo ; for therefore am [ ſent. The next 
eveninz M. n took his from Rom. viii. 17, 
Auf childrin, then hers. heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chriſt, tie was exceeding lively. I found 
concern in parting with them. O may I profit more 
by the next. | 
Thurſdav 6, Hearing this day of a very melan- 
choly affur. concerning a perſon whom I knew 
only bv hight; | was exceedingly ſtirred up to 
thank faulneſs. for being ſo ituated, that it was al- 
moſt impoſſible the like ihould b-fal me: I am 
{irrounded with tender and careful friends, who 
continually watch over me in love: J am bleſt with 
parents, who bv words when preſent with them, 
and by letters now abſent, | 


Warn me to ſhun the world's deluſive ſnares; 
Teach by their lives, and guaid me by their 
prayers,” 


And he has inclined my heart to liſten to the in- 
{ructions and advice I daily receive from one or 
another, I went to cur private meeting on Friday, 
and found my ſoul bleſt, and heartily joined in Mr, 
B's prayer for the poor unhappy creature to ſuf- 
fer the enſuing' day. Allo, I was greatly ſtirred 
up to pray for her, when in private at night. 
Saturday 18. About one o'clock my aunt Br 
and little couſins, arrived at Cheſter ; I was ex- 
tremely glad to ſee them. O when will my dear 


parents come ? Lord, thy time 1s beſt, only let tne : 


be reſigned to thy will! 


Since none can doubt thy equal love, 
Unmealurably kind: 
To thy unerring gracious will 
Be every wiſh reſignéd.“ 


Sunday | 


(ze) 


Sunday 16, The enſuing week I was much ih 
diſpoſed, and did not go out till the next Saturday 
ſe'nnight : during this time, my foul was kept in; 
calm reliance upon God, though at times I found 
deadneſs; which I partly imputed to my diſorder 
(u ſevere cold.) 5 ; 

Saturday, Sept. 13, Mr. Pn going to Ireland, 

gave a very profitable diſcourſe upon John xvi. g, 
Do you now believe? Indeed this was a very com- 
fortable day to my poor ſoul ; which, bleſſed be the 

Lord, was much refreſhed in all the means of grace, 

both at Sacrameht, private prayer, and the preach 
ing. This evening Mr. 7 r arrived in Cheſter, 
O may his coming amongſt us be produttive of 
much good to this people, and to my poor ſoul! 

Friday 18. This was a Faſt-day kept to intreat 
the Lord to revive his work in this land, Mr. 
T—r and my uncle prayed alternately, and with 
much power. O that it may be ſuch a Faſt as the 
Lord approves of, and an acceptable day to bim! 
On Saturday evening Mr, I preached from John 
xii. 22, Sir, we would ſee Jeſus, Lord, I would ſee 
him too! O may it be now! __ 

Monday 21. Mr, H—n, who had accompanied 

Lady M— to town, with her and her brother dined 
with us. She 1s the moſt affable Lady I have ever 
ſeen, and dreſſes almoſt as plain as we do. 

Sunday, Oct. 4. In the evening my ſoul was 
juickened, while Mr. T—r was preaching on the 
parable of the dry bones, = 

Sunday 25, Mr, 7—r gave an excellent dil- 

courſe, on Ezek, xxxiv. 25, I will make with them 
a covenant of peace, &c. Bleſſed be God, my ſoul 
was in ſome mealure refreſhed. | a 

5 Tueſday, Nov. 17. On this day were united, 
my uncle F-—, and my truly dear and reſpected 
friend Mrs. M— L—, With unſpeakable pleaſufe 
I embraced her, as a moſt dear loved relative. 
With the ſame ſatisfation ſhe was received by thoſe 
of my aunts, who reſide in this place, a 
1 ; ine 
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filter; and I doubt not will be by thoſe who are now 
abſent, when they hear the ſurpriſing tidings, My 
heart's deſire and prayer to God for them'is, that 
they may be long bleſt with each other; that this 
union may he a means. of uniting them more cloſely 
to the bleſſed Bridegroom of the Church; and that , 
finally, they and we may be received into the fa- | 
mily of heaven, with a Hell done good and. faithful 
ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord. f+ Y] 
Thurſday 19. The committing a known ſin, 
threw me into exquiſite diſtrels, ſo that I hardly b 
dared go to prayer, and Satan making the beſt of . 1 
* 


his opportunity forely wounded me: yea, had flain; 
me, had not the Sinner's Friend ſtept in to. reſcue 8 
me, and gave me hope. This hope was confirmed, al 
in meeting my Claſs on Tueſday. Bleſſed be his 
name for this. But ſtill this cannot ſuffice,. unleſs 
he give me his dear ſelf which my foul truly 
longeth for, | 2 A 
Sunday 29. I ſpent the day profitably and com- | 
fortably, thanks be to God, Mr. T—r preached: 
in the evening, on Iſaiah lv. 1, Ho, every one that | 7 
thirjteth. &c. O how ſweet an invitation to the Aj 
thirſty foul! Lord, give me grace to accept; it. 4 
Thurſday evening my uncle preached on Mark vii. | 
24, But he could not be hid. After ſermon he-{ine 
formed us of Mr. P n's being taken to reſt; on 
Sunday Nov. 22, who «bout two months ago was» -= 6 J 
ſtanding in that pulpit, inviting finners to come to « 
Chriſt in the mult earneſt manner: he then dined” 
with us, and after dinner ſung a hymn very luit- | 
able, (as it has proved) for himſelf, who was fo- 
Toon to enter into the joy of his Lord. It Wass a,. 
funeral hymn, and begun with theſe lines, Ip 


% Away with our forrow and fear. 
We ſoon {hall recover our home, 
The city of ſaints ſhall appear, 
The day of eternity come, 
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. .. From earth we ſhall quickly remove, 

And mount to our native abode, 

The houſe of our Father above: 
The palace of angels and God.“ 
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My mind was much taken up all the evening, 
and the following day, with the thoughts of death; 
which occaſioned many ſerious reflections. I think 
if the Lord would make me meet for glory, 1 could 
(young as I am) quit.the world, and not leave a 
wiſh behind ; but the Lord's will be done, 
Thurſday, Dec. 10. My uncle gave an exceeds 
ing comfortable and profitable diſcourſe from Iſa; 
xl. 1, Comfort ye, Comfort ye my people, faith your 
1 God. My ſoul was much refreſhed; herein God 
1 fulfilled that promiſe, Before they call, I will anſwer; 
0 0 for 1 went without the leaſt expectation of a bleſ. 
ſipg, and-ſcarcely dared to pray for one, knowing 
great unworthineſs, However the Lord met 
me; and gave me freſh hopes and deſires for which 
may I bleſs his name, while I have breath! 
Sunday 13. In the evening Mr. C- preached 
a ſermon on theſe awful words, Rev. vi. 17, For 
the great day of his wrath is come, and who fhall' be 
able to tand? Who indeed, but thoſe who have 
waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb; who have made the Judge their 
friend! Theſe, and theſe only ſhall ſtand with 
+ boldneſs in that day, Lord, ſhall I be one of that 
- number! 
Friday 25. I found a bleſſing at the Lord's table, 
where I ſolemnly dedicated mylelf to him, who 
ave himſelf for me. O may it be unreſervedly and 
| irrevocably! Lord, here is my heart; O take and 
PX \ ſeal it, ſeal it for thy courts above! In the even- 
ng my uncle preached on 1 Tim, i. 5, This 15 4 
uhful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
s Chriſt came into the world to fave ſinners. Sature 
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Sunday 27, Our houſe being in ſuch confuſion, 
as it has been for ſome days ball, by reaſon of the 
ſickneſs which has been in it, my mind has not 
been in that compoſed ſweet frame as I could with, 
but one bleſſing 1 have experienced, which is, I 
have been enabled to exerciſe patience, ſo as not 


to murmur and fret, though every thing has gue: 
od, 


croſs with me. Nay, through the mercy of 
I have rejoiced in it; and been thankful for hav- 
ing an opportunity of cheerfully bearing the crols ; 
for all which I deſire to praiſe my God. | 
Monday, Dec. 23. In the evening Mr, T—-—r 
made an uſeful diſcourſe on Lam. iii. 22, It ig o 
the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his 
compaſſuons fail not. He ſhewed the many ways 
whereby we might have been conſumed; and the 
many mercies we have received from God, When 
I firlt went into the chapel, my mind was exceed- 
ingly diſturbed by many evil tempers, But in 
linging this verſe, 


« From anger ſet our ſpirits free, 
It worketh not thy righteouſneſs, 
In patience let us wait on thee, 
And quietly our ſouls poſſeſs.“ 


The thought croſſed my mind: ſhall I thus mock 
God? Pray to him to compoſe my mind, while I 


am yielding to thele tempers? | relolved to ſtrive 


againſt them: through his ſtrength I overra'ne them 
and found a bleſſing though entirely un- «peed, 
Friday 29. I was confined to my bed, being 


much indiſpoſed. O what a ſhort tranſition from 


time to eternity! I thought much of dying, but 


felt no fear: not becauſe I was ready, but 1 fixmly 
believed the Lord would cut ſhort his work in 


"ad 


1ghteculneſs if he called me, 


n -» 


This illneſs, after a day or two, much increaſed, 


and appeared to be a putrid fever; but her mind 
| | continued 
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continued ſtayed upon God. About a fortnight 
after ſhe was taken, ſhe expreſſed a full confidenes* 
in him, being wholly delivered from the fear of 
death, A few days after, her ſpeech and hearing 
were taken away, by the violence of her diſtemper, 
But it was 9 6 to diſcern that her underſtand- 
ing remained, though ſhe could converſe. with 
none but God. Her eyes and hands almoſt conti- 
nually lifted up, ſhewed that her heart was ſtill 
with him. In her greateſt agonies of pain, there 
was not the leaſt mark of impatience : till on 
January 21, 1768, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, ſhe quietly reſigned her ſpirit to God. 


. 2. 1, _ 
, TT, 
WY 


